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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplisg. 


WICKEDNESS, ESPECIALLY INTEMPERANCE, EXPENSIVE AND 
FREELY SUPPORTED. 


B Exopus xxxi,3. And all the people brake off the golden ear rings 
which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 


Ir was the object of the Israelites to form an idol god in shape of 
acalf. ‘Che circumstances of this strange transaction are familiar 
ty all who read their Bibles. Moses their leader had long been with 
God in the mount to receive the laws; the people had become rest- 
less in waiting for him, and began to speak of him with the utmost 
indifference. And notwithstanding the recent displays of divine 
power and goodness in preserving them in the wilderness; notwith- 
standing their solemn attitude in waiting for the law at the foot of 
s the mount; suddenly they form a strange purpose, and turn to idol- 
airy. A more unaccountable instance of human perverseness meets 
not the eye from any page of sacred history. Even Aaron, that 
' saint of God, in an unguarded moinent, reluctantly consents to the 
' guilty measure: reluctantly, L say, for he, doubtless, thought to set 
iheir Covetousness in opposition to their idolatrous purpose, by re- 
quiring them to give up their most costly ornaments of gold to forna 
the idol. But all availed nothing. Au idol must be made; and an 
» idol was made; a feast was proclaimed on the morrow; and the 
giddy multitude «sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.’” 

Take notice; their property, which was valuable, and precious, 
was readily offered; even their «golden ear-rings” were freely 
_ given up to promote this work of iniquity. This shows us that sr 
I8 EXPENSIVE; and, whether considered in 4 more general, gr par- 
ticular point of view, is always found to cost much. 

Moral depravity, which has spread widely and contaminated the 
Whole human family, entered the world by one man. A temporal 
Curse immediately followed, and smote the ground; and the sad 
tokens of it are manifest every where upon the face of the earth. 
Weeds, briars, and thorns. are its natural productions; and man is 
doomed to gain his bread «by the sweat of his face.” None need 
be told that the earth, in no part, brings forth her useful produc- 
‘lons spontaneously. Incessantly must the soil be cultivated, and 
¥atched, in order to obtain the necessaries and conveniences of life, 


Vor. XII. 63 





$38 Wickedness exfiensive and freely supported. Dec, 


Hence, labor and weariness, every where unavoidable, are the 
natural effects of the apostasy. Here is a burden, a general bill of 
expense, all chargeable to sin. 

‘The same depravity which brings a curse upon the ground, dis 
turbs and disorders the empire of the mind. Hence the passions 
and appetites of men become deranged, lawless, and violent. Do 
we not read, «They are filled with wickedness, covetousness, de. 
bate, deceit, malignity—are proud, boasters, inventors of evi 
things?” Vile principles corrupt the human mind, and operate in 
families, societics, and nations, threatening open insurrection, and 
desolation. Hence that restraint of civil law and justice, which is 
every where necessary to bridle the angry passions of men. Other, 
wise, wanton ambition and violence would sweep from the world 
every thing fair, virtuous, and desirable. For we know that the 
law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and diso- 
bedient, for the ungodly, for the profane, and for murderers,” 
Think it not surprising that systematic legal restraint is found in 
dispensably necessary in every part of a depraved world, Courts 
of justice must be established and maintained; gloomy prisons and 
houses of correction must be provided; and a large retinue of civil 
officers must be supported by the community. Here arises anothe 
bill of expense, all chargeable to sin. 

Nor is this system of restraint, however useful to promote mu- 
tual peace and order among members of the same community, at all 
adequate fo resist the power of depravity, nor terminate its deso 
lating march. The angry passions of men, like impetuous torrents, 
often break out in large kingdoms and countries, and produce a 
wild and wanton waste of blood and treasure. Almost perpetually 
are the nations of the earth dashing against each other in bloody 
conflict. Periods of general peace in this depraved world are 
usually very short, and warlike preparations cannot safely be 
relaxed. I pass over the guilt and murder of the scene, and in- 
quire simply in relation to expense. Who can estimate the sacri- 
fice of property, necessarily made in a country like this, by a sit- 
gle three year’s war? Observe the annual expense of those war- 
like preparations, which are now deemed needful, even in a time of 


peace? It is difficult to calculate, but one thing is evident; the 


cruel practice of war is extremely costly. And were not this too 
plain to need proof, it might be shewn in the burden, the accumt- 
lated burden of taxcs, now borne by all parts of this nation. And 
is not this all chargeable to sin? Forget not the testimony of 
James. Whence come wars and fightings among you? Come 
they not hence even of your lusts, which war in your members!” 

Such is the nature, and such the tendency of sin in general. De- 
pravity is both destructive and insatiable. It is now constantly 
wasting the property of the world, impoverishing individuals, fam- 
ilies, and nations. Every sinful course, every vicious habit, every 
vile propensity, every lawless passion, demands support, levies @ 
tax, and brings an imperious claim for something valuable and use: 
ful, to be given up in sacrifice. 
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Let us apply this remark to a single vice. 

Intemperance in drinking is peculiarly expensive. Many other 
vices may be practised for the hope of gain, (that hope however 
perishes; ) but this cannot be. Here lucrative motives have no 
place. ‘They never plead for the cup. To pretend that a free and 
frequent use of ardent spirit is profitable, were absurd and ridicu- 
lous in the extreme. A course of intemperance, pursued only ina 
moderate degree, costs much more than is generally apprehended. 
Gradually and insensibly may a drinking man consume his daily 
earnings and waste his property, without fixing on himself the 
name, drunkard. Instances of this kind are sadly numerous at the 
present day. How much spirits, do you apprehend, is needlessly 
consumed in this country in one year? How much in a single state? 
How much in one society? The calculation, in relation to an indi- 
vidual town, has already been made, as far as the nature of the 
case admits; and it was found to have cost the inhabitants more to 
maintain intemperance than to support a preacher of the Gospel, 
and provide teachers for all their district schools. 

Intemperance is expensive. It wastes time, which is not less val- 
uable than money. ‘This evil habit, once formed, is frequently 
turning men off from their regular employments; it interrupts indus- 
try, prevents frugality, and is an habitual enemy to all domestic 
economy. A disposition to drink, like an imperious tyrant, is ever 
laying claims on its votaries, which cannot be answered, but at the 
expense of many valuable portions of time. Drinking men £0 as 
if summoned away, leave their homes, their occupations, their 
profitable business, to mix in idle company, to visit the ale-house, 
to sit down at the gambling table, and there to spend hours, long 
evenings, and sometimes whole days and nights, in a manner in- 
finitely worse than useless. 

intemperance is expensive. It consumes not only time and prop- 
erty, but also in numerous ways wastes health and activity. Think 
it not strange that unnatural stimulus, irregularly taken, and which 
possesses no nutritive properties, should operate in some respects 
like slow poison on the human system. Destructive consequences 
might naturally beexpected. Its influence is secret, but certainly 
deleterious to health. Its operation may be slow, nevertheless, it 
fails not, eventually, to debilitate the constitution, to lay the foun- 
dation of various lingering diseases. What say medical writers 
on this subject? Ask practising physicians, and they will readily 
tell you, that the intemperate are their most frequent employers. 
Go to the haunts of these servants of Bacchus,—look on their tables, 
and you almost see fevers, lethargies, dropsies, gouts, and appo- 
plexies, lying in wait among the glasses and decanters. 

. Intemperance is expensive. ‘The needless use of spirituous liquor, 
Which impairs the strength of the body, fails not to touch the facul- 
ties of the mind also, till by degrees it weakens and wastes their 
energy and activity. Who does not know that drinking men, ac- 
cording to their different degrees of indulgence, bring on them- 
selves dulness, stupefaction, incapacity, or derangement Nothing 
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is more evident. The natural tendeacy of this sinful custom is t, 
inflame the passions, to blind the understanding, to weaken the 
memory, to defile the conscience, and to change men of sense into 
idiots and fools. Nor do melancholy facts permit us to doubt, tha; 
many bright geniuses, many strong minds, many promising tal. 
ents, have fallen a prey to the habit of intemperance. 

‘This vice is ridiculous; and a late writer has attempted to paint 
its deformity, and expose the vain pretences under which drinking 
men are accustomed to shelter themselves. His remarks are wor. 
thy of special notice. 

What can be conceived more inconsistent with the dignity of 
human nature than a man turning himself into a drunkard, with 


his eyes staring, his tongue stammering, his lips quivering, his legs _ 


tottering! Decency does nét permit me to proceed farther. A 
swine wallewing in the mire is not so disgusting an object asa 
drunken man; for nature in her meanest dress is nature still, but 
a drunkard is a monster out of nature. The only rational crea- 
ture on earth, reduced to absolute incapacity of reason or speech. 
A being formed for immortality, sunk to the lowest grade of sen- 
suality!’ A creature, indued with capacities for becoming a com- 
panion of angels and inhabiting etherial regions, not fit to appear 
in a decent room! ‘The constituted lord of this world, sunk below 
the vilest of brutes! 

The apologies fur intemperance are deplorably weak. One ex- 
cuses himself by being obliged to keep company. But it is noto- 
rious, that nothing more effectually disqualities aman for keeping 
company than to have his tongue tied, and his mind stupified. 
Another pretends that he is drawn by his business to taverns and 
places of public resort. But he must never have once seen a per- 
son drunken to imagine that strong drink would help one to cal- 
culate a bargain. Intoxication, more than almost any thing, ex- 
poses to imposition. Nor is the pretence of drinking to banish 
cares and troubles, and cheer the spirits, worthy of a more serious 
veply. If by the force of ardent spirit a man’s cares may be for- 
gotten and his conscience lulled asleep awhile. they will break 
loose upon him afterward with increased fury. Let reason assume 
the empire of the mind, and the evil custom instantly appears fool- 
ish, an awful waste, a ruinous crime. 

The free use of ardent spirits, however, has for a long time been 
so frequent and general, as to secure a kind of popular sanction 
Many, always ready to move with the current, are found giving 
countenance to the custom ef drinking, not from any special appe- 
tite, but merely for the sake of being in fashion. Numbers of this 
class would immediately and boldly oppose the practice, were it 
not for the dread of singularity, They fear the popular voice. 
alse honor! Base motive to cowardice! The favorable opinion 
of the sober part of the community is more to be valued than the ap- 
probation of an overwhelming majority of drunkards. Mistake 
uot my meaning. Lam not charging drunkenness upon my coul- 
‘ry in geneval, I am not charging intemperance, indiscriminately, 
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upon all men. There are honorable exceptions in every place, 
But { hesitate not to say, that needless drinking is very frequent, 
and sometimes ruinous. Go into places around and examine, and 
melancholy proof is before you. ‘Tell me why the property of yon- 
der man is wasting, and his family suffering, who, a little while 
ago, Was in easy and prosperous circumstances? He has become 
intemperate. ‘here is another, formerly healthy and active; tell 
me why he is now stupid, and loaded with chronic diseases, even 
marked in his countenance? It is because the doses of slow poison 
begin to take effect; those doses for which he stands charged at the 
grog shop. There is a third, formerly useful and reputable in 
society; tell me why he is now out of business, neglected and des- 
pised? He is habitually intemperate, and has forsaken the com- 
pany of sober men, and joined partnership with tavern-haunters. 

‘Turn back your thoughts upon past time, and you will call to 
mind numbers, who alas! appear no more! They have dropped 
their diseased bodies in the grave, and their immortal souls are 
gone down —Ii forbear to follow them, even in thought. 
Weep, ye friends of temperance, humanity, religion; weep over 
the mournful desolations of this devouring habit, this moral 
plague. ‘That intemperance should waste property, disgrace char- 
acter, destroy usefulness, deprive the community of promising tal- 
ants, isindeed an afilicting consideration. Butthis, incomparison,isa 
trifling consideration. it doesmore. It exerts a destructive influ- 
ence upon the soul; an influence which reaches forward into eter- 
nity. Even now is this habit of drinking, fearlessly indulged by 
very many, summoning off its votaries, as they fill up their meas- 
ure of crime, to people the regions of damnation. Others also, in 
full view like volunteers are advancing to fill up their ranks, and 
stand candidates for the same awful doom. Well may this touch 
the sensibility of all the sober-minded, and awaken in them vigor- 
ous exertions to exterminate, if possible, the guilty practice. But 
to reclaim and turn sinners of this sort from the highway of ruin, 
is noeasy task. Already are examples of temperance, on the one 
hand, before them to allure; and examples of intemperance, on the 
the other, to deter. Motives are not wanting, they are numerous 
and powerful. Personal character, family reputation, health, use- 
fulness, property, honor, life and salvation, all plead for temper- 
ance; but too often they all plead in vain. How -invincible and 
obstinate is the force of habit. Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots? —Then can ye, who are accustomed 
to do evil, learn to do well.’ The confirmed drunkard is ruined, 
iS lost,—is lost, almost beyond possibility of recovery. 

There are others, however, in earlier stages of this vice, with 
habits less confirmed, concerning whom we entertain hope. Nev- 
ertheless, that hope is oftentimes diminished, when they are seen to 
walk on forbidden ground without dreaming of danger. They 
seem to imagine that while their property is not wasted, nor their 
characters marked, they are standing at a convenient distance from 
the danger. Let them be cantious. Already do their feet stand on 
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slippery places. Consider well, that to fall is easier than to rige. 
that to progress in wickedness is more natural than to pause and 
turn back. 

But when it is considered, how diligently men are disposed to 
cultivate bad passions, and how fearlessly they are accustomed to 
sport with sin and danger, I almost despair in uttering any cau. 
tions. Hardly need it be mentioned that many, accounted moder. 
ate drinkers, seem touched by a kind of magic influence; and, how. 
ever rational in their own opinion, continually exhibit to otherg 
marks of infatuation. ‘They talk rationally on the danger of sin. 
ful habits, and the criminal folly of worshipping idols; but desire, 
at the same time, to be pardoned in ‘this thing,” that when they 
enter the house of Bacchus, which is frequent, they bow before the 
altar of intemperance. Nor did the Israelites themselves more 
freely give up their golden treasures to form an idol god, than thesc 
same men bring forward their property and health, their talents, 
reputation, and usefulness, a saerifice to sensual indulgence. They 
discourse rationally on the importance of moral order, good regu- 
lations in society, virtue, sobriety, and religion: at the same time, 
their money is paid more freely and cheerfully for liquor, than for 
supporting government, or civil justice, or preaching the everlast- 
ing Gospel. Itcannot be denied, that in this favored land of Gos- 
pel light and motives, there are multitudes, and those not accounted 
confirmed drunkards, nor open infidels and scoffers; multitudes, I 
say, scattered in society, whom the eye of God discovers more fre- 
quently at the tavern than at the house of public worship, more 
contentedly and regularly at the bottle at home, than at the domes- 
tic altar, commending their unfortunate families to the Father of 
mercies. 

Such men do not set lightly by money; but they set highly by 
appetite. And what good moral influence is secured by their fre- 
guent indulgence?’ Do those exhilarating potions produce good 
dispositions, generous feelings of compassion, benevolence, and 
humanity? Certainly not. Obvious facts deny it. You may stand 
before them and point to the abodes of wretchedness, and plead for 
unfortunate women and children, suffering for fuel, for clothing, 
for bread, with very little effect. Why, let me ask, is no more 
done for charitable purposes in this favored nation? Can you tell 
me, why no more is contributed to spread the holy Gospel among 
the heathen, who are perishiuig in darkness? One reason is obvi- 
ous; intemperance has levied an enormous tax. Only let the cur- 
rent of property, now flowing in Christian countries, to support 
this vicious habit, be turned to aid the cause of missions, and I de- 
liberately believe, it would furnish the whole heathen world with 
missionaries till the end of time. But you may go to many who 
are spending, and freely spending, ten, twenty, fifty, or an hun- 
dred dollars a year needlessly for drink, and plead, and argue, and 
beg for Christ’s sake for a little charitable aid, to send the word of 
iile to the destitute, and you are turned off with little else than pitt- 
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able exeuses. You obtain less than a moderate drinker spends in 
a single week, in a single day, or at one sitting; perhaps nothing. 
Intemperance calls, and behold, what readiness to hear, to obey, 
to give, and to give freely and generously. The High God, whose 
js the earth and its fulness, seriously calls, and solemnly claims for 
his treasury a portion of his lent property, to spread the Gospel 
and save our fellow men from eternal death, and we pause and hes- 
itate; some reluctantly and grudgingly give a little; others shut 
the hand, deny the claim, and pay over the money at the tavern. 
Be astonished, O heavens and earth, at the inconsistency, the ab- 
surdity, the gailt of the present age! What ingratitude and rebel- 
jion! What violation of Gospel principle and obligation! What 
orostration of duty, reason, Conscience, common sense. 


For the Panoplis¢. 


LUKE xiii, 23, 24. And he said unto them, strive to enter in at the 
strait gale; for many, I say unto you, will seek to euter in, and 
shall not be able. 


Tue instructions of the Lord Jesus, during his public ministry on 
earth, were always practical. If he discoursed on the more sublime 
and mysterious truths, he uniformly exhivited these truths ina 
manner calculated to influence the lives of men. He never discours- 
ed to gratify a vain curiosity in men, or to encourage them in spec. 
ulative inquiries. His hearers not unfrequently proposed to him 
questions, with no other design than to perplex or confound him. 
Their questions were merely speculative, and by requiring him to 
answer them, they expected either to find some accusation against 
him, or to engage him in controversy. As he perfectly understood 
the human heart in all its windings, he uniformly knew the motives 
of those who proposed to him questions, and accordingly adapted 
his answers to their different characters. ‘The question to which 


* The low standard, which many professed Christians form of the extent of charitable 
claims upon their purses, is one of the most discouraging things, which persons of geuuine 
liberality and enlarged minds have to encounter at the present day. It may truly be 
added that some worthy ministers of the Gospel are too ready to conform to a low stand- 
ard, and to regulate their expectations, if not their desires, accordingly. It has usually 
been found, however, (and to the honor of our country be it spoken,) that whenever a 
good object is fairly presented to the minds and pressed upon the consciences of the pec 
ple, the suecess has much surpassed the low expectations of timid calculators. 

The following instance of the proneness to judge according to a low standard, may 
serve as a specimen for rauititudes. Application was made, in behalf of a great religious 
charity, to the people of a certain parish. The,minister, a worthy, good man, feared that 
it was inexpedient to press the application, as his people had already done soe much, within 
the course of a year, fur different charitable objects. This naturally Jed to the inquiry, 
how much they had done. After a minute investigation, not quite two hundred dollars 
could be reckoned up. Some of the most intelligent persons in the place, estimated that 
about 4,000 dollars annually had been consumed in ardent spirits hy the inhabitants, an- 
tecedently to a late revival; but that since the revival half the expense for ardent spirits 
had been saved. What a contrast is here: 4,000 dollars a year spest by the people of 2 
single parish for ardent spirits; half that sum saved in consequence of a revival of religion; 
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aud only one tenth part of the saving consecrated to religious charity, “Ds 
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the passage of Scripture before us formed an answer, Was one of 
those speculative questions frequently agitated, but which are of uo 
practical importance. They open a field for vain conjecture and 
idle curiosity, and afford opportunity for ingenious reasoning, and 
unwarrantable inference, and at the same time do not improve the 
moral feelings, or meliorate the life. «Then said one unto hin, 
Lord, are there few that be saved?”? This seems to have been thie in- 
quiry of one careless about his own salvation, and who, while in a 
state of carnal security, wished to reason on a subject of no prac- 
tical importance. ‘The question, ‘are there few that be saved:” 
Was a speculative question; it referred to the secret purpose of the 
Supreme Being. ‘To the person making the inquiry, it could be of 
no use to know whether few or many, in comparison with the whole 
number of the human family, would finally be saved; provided he 
continued careless in his sins, and rejected the offers of salvation, 
he would perish, even on the supposition that many were to be 
saved. From the answer given by Christ, it is probable, that the 
person who proposed the question was one of those stupid men, 
who endeavor to derive from the doctrine of the divine sovereignty 
in the salvation of men, a pretext for continuing in sin: it 1s prob- 
able that he meant to obtain from Christ some confirmation of that 
unwarrantable and false reasoning, which originates in the heart 
of the stupid and impenitent sinner. ‘Lhe sinner is disinclined to 
the service of God, he foves sin, continues to live in the practice of 
it, and in so doing he endeavors to excuse himself from blame. 
While he casts the blame frem himself, he must throw it upon some 
one, and he generally casts it npon his Maker. ‘Tell him that a 
glorious method of salvation is provided; that salvation is freely 
offered to him, and urge him to accept it; and «he asks, are there 
few that be saved:’? or perhaps he replies, «why do you urge me 
to do what I cannot do; I cannot repent of sin, or humble myself 
before God, or exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, or pray unto 
iim. The ministers of religion in their preaching tell me, that 
salvation is all of grace, and that God has rendered certain the sal- 
vation of some from eternity, and that in choosing some to be heirs 
of salvation, and in leaving others to be the subjects of condemna- 
iion, he displays his holy sovereignty, «he hath merey on whom 
he will have mercy. and whom he will he hardeneth.” If this be 
the case, L have nothing to do—I can do nothing; for if I am to be 
saved I shall be saved, do what I may: and if ¥ am to be damned, 
I shall be damned, do what I may.” Thus the impenitent sinner, 
from his disinclination to the service of God, perverts the doctrine 
of the divine sovereignty, and derives from it a pretext under which 
he excuses himself from blame, while he still lives in sin. Now tt 
is believed that no sinner under the Gospel can rest quietly with 
such excuses in his mouth, unless he be entirely stupid in his moral 
feelings; for every sinner who reads his Bible must be convinced, 
that there is no such election as he supposes; it is no where declar- 
ed in the Scripture, that any man “will be damned do what he 
may,” nor that «any one will be saved do what he may.’’ Means 
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and ends are uniformly connected in the Bible: all who are elected 
ty eternal life, are elected through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth. In the word of God the salvation of sinners is 
made io depend in an important sense on themselves. ‘Their own 
agency is required, their prayers, their persevering endeavors are 
made use of. Every sinner who goes to heaven will go there vol- 
uniarily; and every sinner who perishés will perish voluntarily; 
his whoie guiit will rest on himself; the holy character and govern- 
ment of God wili be free from all imputation. In the Bible a 
heaven of holiness is promised to all who live lives of holiness. 
Holiness of life supposes activity in the sinner, and requires him to 
exercise pious feelings, and to make great exertions to be conform- 
ed to the wil of God. ‘he declaration of Christ was, «strive to 
enter in ai the strait gate, for many, L say unto you, will seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able.” 

Having considered the inquiry to which this passage was an 
answer, £ shall offer some remarks on the import of the passage, 
and then show how exactly it is adapted to the state of sinners un- 
der the Gospel. 

Many different constructions have been put upon the words; we 
shall give that which we deem correct, without repeating those 
which differ from it. The word translated strive in this passage, 
(aywvi2echs) means to strive earnestly, to be very earnest, to agon- 
ize, to make every possible effort. ‘he word, translated gate, liter- 
erally signifies a small door, and strait gate, in this connexion, 
means tiie course of conduct marked out by the divine requirements. 
Among the Jews, the word gate was used in a metaphorical sense 
to denote «*the entrance, introduction, or means of acquiring any 
thing.” Accordingly they speak of the gate of repentance, of faith, 
of humility, by which they mean nothing more than the commence- 
ment of these graces in the soul. Strait gate doubtless means such 
a course of life in this world, as will lead to blessedness in heaven. 
Holiness of life, as it stands connected with endless blessedness, is 
meant by the phrase strait gate. Hence in this passage Christ ex- 
horts sinful men to agonize, to be unremitted in their endeavors to 
live holy lives on earth, if they would expect to be admitted to the 
enjoyment of God in heaven: and as a motive to excite them to put 
forth these endeavors, he adds in the latter clause, that ‘many will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” ‘The prcbable meaning of 
the latter clause is this: many will not be in earnest till it is too 
late; if they seek, it will not be with diligence and perseverance: 
a few languid efforts, or a few insincere and formal prayers, cannot 
be supposed to secure them salvation from sin; yet they will all one 
Jay see their need and seek for mercy: still after the present life 
they will seek in vain: then they will seek to enter in and shall not 
be able. «When once the Master of the house is risen up, and hath 
Shut to the door. and ve begin to stand without and to knock at the 
door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and 
Say unto you, | know you not whence ye are,’’—*depart from me, 
all ye workers of iniquity.” 

Vor, XIE. 69 
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it is evident from the connexion in which the sentence stands 
that the many who shall not be able to enter in, are those who wast 
their day of grace, who do not strive for salvation in the present 
life, but who after death seek, yet do not obtain because the door of 
mercy is shut. In this command, therefore, Christ enjoins the 
utmost diligence, ardent desires, and persevering endeavors to live 
holy lives, that we may attain to life everlasting. «Strive to ente, 
in at the strait gate, for many I say unto you, will seek to enter 
in, and shall not be able.” You must strive now; you must im. 
prove the present time; it is through a life of holiness that salvation 
is to be obtained. All who do not seek it in this way will come 
short: take warning from this truth, «for many I say unto you 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” Such is the import of 
the passage. 
We proceed to shew, that it is exactly adapted to the state of sin. 
ful men under the Gospel. In the Gospel, salvation is brought 
_down to the reach of sinners. The method is clearly exhibited to 
them; the only conditions on which their final salvation can be 
obtained are stated, and motives are urged to influence them toa 
compliance. Such is the situation of sinners under the Gospel, 
They are treated as active, dependent, voluntary beings: they are 
exhorted to seck and strive for salvation. When they ask <‘are there 
few that be saved?”? ‘he reply is, ‘strive to enter in at the strait 
gate.” ‘The secret purpose of the Supreme Being is beyond the 
province of human investigation. It is not for us to inquire 
whether few or many will finally be saved. God will bring about 
the accomplishment of his own purposes; creatures need not know 
them any further than they are revealed in his word, or unfolded in 
bis providence. Sinners under the Gospel are assured that salva- 
tion is within their reach. Neither the secret purpose of God, in 
reference to the final states of individuals, nor his holy sovereignty 
in the dispensations of his mercy, afford any hindrance to sinners, 
or any excuse for doing nothing. ‘The divine sovereignty is exer- 
cised in a uxanner consistent with the sinner’s activity: The influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit in the work of sanctification on the soul, is 
communicated in such a manner as preserves the sinner’s activity, 
entire freedom and accountability. ‘The sinner is quite as free, as 
accountable, and as active, as he could be if he were independent o! 
the Supreme Being in his actions. It must be acknowledged, we 
know not the manner in which the influence of the Spirit 1s 
communicated; we know not the mode of the divine operation in 
any case; we know not how the sinner’s entire dependence is com- 
patible with his entire freedom; we know not how he is constantly 
active, yet at the same time the subject of the superintending Prov- 
idence of God; yet our ignorance on these points affords no ground 
of doubt concerning the truths connected with them. The mode o! 
existence and the manner of action are in all cases inscrutable. It 
is beyond our power (o investigate the process of either vegetable: 
animal, or rational life. Let the man who objects to the divine 
sovereignty, because he cannot see how it consists with his ow? 
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agency, Or who objects to his entire dependence because he cannot 
uderstand its compatibility with his freedom and accountability, 
explain to us hew a blade of grass grows, or how the blood circu- 
jates in his own veins, or how it is that by a volition of his will he 
raises his arms; when he has explained these points, it will be in 
season for him to urge his objections to the truth of the others. The 
fact isy We Know nothing of the mode of existence, or of the manner 
of operation in any kind of life whatever. It is important to bear 
in mind this truth in all our reasonings upon pcints in theology; for 
many of the objections in the mouths of men to particular truths, 
arise from their ignorance of the manner in which one consists with 
another. Sinful men often urge the incomprehensibleness of some 
doctrines, as objections to their truth, and at other times they assert, 
that one doctrine is inconsistent with another. Accordingly when 
one doctrine is the subject of discourse, they admit its truth, and 
when a second doctrine is the subject of discourse, it may be they 
wil admit its truth, but at the same time deny the truth of the 
former, because, as they imagine, the one is inconsistent with the 
other. ‘The objection arises entirely from their ignorance of the 
manner in Which one is consistent with the other. Now, if they 
would consider that the manner is in all cases inscrutable, this ig- 
norance could form no more objection in their minds to either 
truth, than their ignorance of the growth of a plant could form an 
objection to the fact, that # does grow. We view this subject as 
very important in practical theology, and in our view most of the 
objections to the doctrines of the Bible, and most of the excuses by 
Which sinners quiet themselves to live in sin, are urged on this 
ground. It is on this ground that they plead for continuance in sin; 
it is on this presumption that they tell you they have nothing to do; 
that they can do nothing; that they must sit down and wait till God 
gives them a new heart, or operates on them as he would on inani- 
mate matter. All such excuses are unreasonable and dangerous: 
ie ground on which they are urged is untenable. Sinners are as 
active and voluntary as saints; they are conscious of the most en- 
tire freedom of action, and well know that all their actions are their 
own, and that themselves are the blameworthy or praiseworthy 
agents. Whatever divine influence is exerted on them, or what- 
ever is requisite to their sanctification, is so exerted, as not at all 
to abridge their activity, or their freedom of action. It does not 
therefore in the least supersede or destroy their own agency, nor 
render their own endeavors unnecessary. ‘And he said unto them, 
strive to enter in at the strait gate; for many will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able.” ‘This declaration is adapted to awaken in 
sinners the most ardent desires, and to excite them to the most dili- 
Sent endeavors in seeking salvation. Their own endeavors are 
required; as we have seen it is only through sanctification and belief 
of the truth, that any can be saved. It is not to be supposed, that 
sinners, while their hearts are at enmity with God, do in reality 
perform actions which render them the objects of his complacency; 
ye; God requires them to act: and neither the fact that they do not 
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act right, nor the certainty that they will not, without his renewing 
grace, can afford them any excuse for not acting. It is generally 
the case, when sinners, by a false inference from the truths of the 
Gospel, say that they have nothing to do, and can do nothing, they 
have in their souls a secret belief that they can do, and are flatter. 
ing themselves with the hope, that at some future time they shall 
do, something towards their salvation. Depend on it, reader' 
careless sinners have some refuge in which they rest; they have 
some righteousness on which they are depending. Did they feel, 
that they can do nothing; that they lie at the mercy of God in Christ; 
they could not remain secure, but would immediately cry out, 
«Lord have mercy on us!” It isa great point gained to excite them 
to make exertion for their salvation. ‘The awakened sinner al. 
most invariably endeavors in the first place to establish his own 
righteousness. Assuming this truth, it shews what is the feeling 
of such a person; he feels that he can do something; he believes 
either that he has a righteousness of his own, or that he can at 
any time acquire one. When therefore, the sinner is excited to 
strive, to make endeavors for salvation, there is a prospect that 
he may be saved. Hence the declaration of Uhrist, «strive to enter 
in at the strait gate.”—Since then the agency of men is required 
in the method of salvation, and since salvation is placed before them, 
they are with great propriety exhorted to strive for it: and while 
they neglect to use any exertion, they have no reason to expect 
they willever be saved. ‘When once the master of the house shall 
have risen up, and shut the door, there will be left no opportunity 
for striving with hope of admittance.’ 0. P. 


For the Panoplist. 
‘ON ATHEISM. 


ir is doubted by a writer in the last number, p. 498, whether 


there ever was an Atheist in principle. I have often heard similar 
doubts; and often confident opinions and positive declarations, that 
there never was, and never could have been, an Atheist. But the 
evidence is as complete and irresistible, that there have been Athe- 
ists, as that there have been Deists, Mahometans and idolaters. 
It is beyond all reasonable question, that many of the acutest and 
ablest French mathematicians and philosophers of the last half 
century have been decided Atheists in principle. La Lande, one of 
the greatest astronomers of the present age, a man highly distin- 
guished throughout Europe, during a period of more than fifty 
years, for the powers of his mind and the extent of his scientific 
attainments, gave all the evidence, which he could give, of beimg 
sincerely an Atheist. . 
The same correspondent observes, that the existence of God Is 
self-evident. But this use of the word self-evident, is not author- 
ized by logicians, who confine its meaning to what is known by 
intuition, er consciousness. But the existence of God is not known 
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inthis manner. The existence of God is most abundantly evident 
to those, who are once taught it, and who make a proper use of 
their reasoning faculties. But it is far from having been proved, 
that any human being ever yet came to the knowledge of the divine 
existence, by the untaught operations of his own mind. Whole na- 
tions have been discovered, in our own days, in which there was 
not the slightest trace of the belief of God, or of any superior being. 
The deaf and dumb, in our own country and in Kurope, though often 
endowed with quick and active faculties, have been found at a ma- 
ture age, entirely destitute of the idea of God. 

| he great reason why many persons will not admit that there 
em can be an Atheist, is, the perverseness and unreasonableness of 


































al. sucha character. But which is most foolish and unreasonable, 

wo [ the speculative or practical Atheist? The one rejects evidence; 

ing M™ theother refuses to be influenced by the evidence which he admits. 

ves While he believes that God is ever present, and takes notice of and 
at will punish all sin, he acts precisely as though there were no God. 
to M Such persons have been and are numerous in every Christian 

hat # =country. A. B. 
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act For the Panoplist. 

f Mr. Editor, 

all ' {observed in the Panoplist for June p. 261, a very importan€é question proposed by F.C, 

ty and have hoped [I should have seen able answers to this question in the Panoplist be- 


fore this; but as] have seen none, | am _ willing to bear my feeble testimony aguinst a 
practice which | consider perfectly unscriptural and unjustifiable. Isull hope to hear 
the testimony of a number of your abie Correspondents upon the same subject, that 
the detestable practice, which the question supposes, may be entirely done away. 
Yours, &c. MINIMUS. 


“QursTion.—Does it comport with the requisitions of the blessed 
Gospel for a professed Christian to continue the practice of disiil- 


re ling ardent spirits, that baleful poison, whereby so many of our 
2 fellow creatures are hyrried into endless perdition?” 
A 
1€ lr it can be maintained that it is agreeable to the requisitions of 
e- @ the Gospel, for a professor of religion to disseminate poison among 
s —® $$ mankind, which will actually destroy the health, the property, the 
d reputation, the happiness, and the souls of great multitudes, with- 
If out any cause but to gratify his avarice, the practice may be 
of justified; but till then, it can have nothing to justify it. Christians 
I- are represented as the light of the world. ‘Those who make a pro- 
y fession of religion are placed as a «city on a hill which cannot be 
c @ hid’ The world is constantly looking upon them, to see what 
4 iruit they bring forth. It is declared in the blessed Gospel, «If 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
s _ away, behold all things have become new.” 2 Cor. v.17. Before 
- @ the reader proceeds any further, he is desired carefully to turn to 
y @ the passages of Scripture here quoted, and seriously read them in 


} his Bible; and as he reads, reflect that these are some of the requi 
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silions of the blessed Gospel. Rom. xii, 1, 2. Matth. v, 13, 16, 
2 Uor, vi, 15—18. Rev, xviii, 4. Gal. i, 3, 4. 1 Cor. ili, 16—j9, 
Eph. ii, 1—73; and iv, 17 —24. 1 Vet. iv, 3. 1 John i, 15—17. Matth, 
XVI, 24——27. Mark, vili, 34—38. 

‘These are a few of the requisitions of the blessed Gospel, which 
give the professed followers of Christ no liberty to conform to the 
wicked maxims or corrupt practices of the world. I would ask 
prefessors of religion of all denominations, are these requirements 
unreasonable? You have professed to be the friends of God; he hath 
said, *Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”—It 
would seem that every consistent professor of religion, would have 
no desire to continue in any practice contrary tothe pure word of 
God. The distillation of ardent spirits is a practice of the world, 
and of course, professors of religion have no right to engage in it, 
or to continue in it after they profess to be Christians. Should they 
continue the practice long afterwards, and justily it, they ought to 
renounce the name of Christian. ‘He that is not with me, said 
Christ,is against me; and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth 
abroad.’ Your Correspondent justly concludes, «that ardent 
spirit is baleful poison, by which many of our fellow creatures are 
hurried into endless perdition.”—lf the ground which your qucrist 
has assumed is tenable, (and I see not wherein it is untenable) then 
every argument which can be brought in favor of the practice, is 
altogether lighter than the chaff which the wind driveth away. 
‘Liere is not a question in the mind of any rational being, whether 
a person who has been an idolater, a drunkard, a profane person, 
a sabbath-breaker, a murderer, a liar, an adulterer, a thief or a 
false witness, should continue the practice after he professes to be 
a Christian. Every hand would be at once raised against him, 
and every tongue would pronounce him a hypocrite. How is it, 
that distillers of ardent spirits are permitted to continue this per- 
nicious and fatal practice, to the everlasting ruin of thousands of 
their fellow men, and yet remain in the quiet possession of their 
Christian privileges, and no one even suspect their character? I will 
not say, there are no real Christians who continue the practice 
after they make a profession; but this 1 will venture to say, if they 
can have a just sense of the great injury they are doing to the bodies 
and souls of multitudes around them, they would immediately re- 
nounce the practice, if they are true Christians. Suppose, for in- 
stance, that by means of a professor of religion continuing this 
business, one single person, however worthless or obscurein society, 
should become a drunkard, it is impossible to calculate the train of 
evils which would follow. There is not a possibility merely that 
one human being will become a drunkard in consequence; but there 
is a great probability that many will be ruined by the same means. 
fet a man of common discernment and of but little reflection, look 
over the neighborhood of every distillery within his acquaintance, 
which has been established five years, and be must be convinced 
that individuals and families within its influence have been made 
wretched bvit. This part of the subject needs no comment: «facts 
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are stubborn things.” Where distilleries are kept up for a length ot 
time, great quantities of grain, which a kind Providence has given 
to be used as the staff of life, are Converted into the most baJeiul 
poison. It not only has the effect of poison, but it becomes liquid 
fire, and spreads like an overflowing deluge, and withers every 
thing in its progress, which is not absolutely fire-pooof. Every 
kind of grain bears a high price, and many large families, who 
have no other means of supporting themselves than hard labor, 
must pay an extravagant price for every mouthful of bread they 
eat. ‘Lhe distiller can afford to pay a high price for materials of 
which to make poisonous liquors, and then sell them at an enormous 
price to the very persons whose families are starving. ‘Dhis is 
not an unfrequent thing in our country, and the mischiefs of dis- 
tilleries are not confined to their own neighborhoods. They ex- 
tend in every direction hundreds of miles, and great multitudes at 
a distance are ruined by them, both for time and eternity. Would 
a conscientious Christian, when coolly refiecting upon it in the ex- 
ercise of grace, wish to add to the dreadful catalogue of miseries 
which ardent spirits have already produced in the world. If it is 
not compatible with the requisitions of the blessed Gospel, for pro- 
fessors of religion to increase the miseries of mankind by mixing 
poison with their food, and by scattering firebrands, arrows and 
death, in every direction around them, then surely it cannet com- 
port with its requisitions, to continue in the practice of distilling 
ardent spirits. But, says the professor, before the practice is in- 
discriminately condemned, 1 wish to state my reasons, why I con- 
tinue the practice.—Very well, my friend, 1 am not unwilling to 
hear your reasons, and attend to them with candor, and 1 pray 
God that it may also be with Christian candor; «J myself also am a 
man, Tam formed of the clay.” I must beg leave to answer my 
part, Fmust show my epinion. 

I will now, if you please, imagine myself seated with you by 
your fire-side, and that you wish to propose your reasons, as one 
who is sincerely desirous of Knowing your duty, and that you will 
hereafter act accordingly —As L have assumed a name at the be- 
ginning which signifies least of all, I shall not be unwilling to re- 
tain the name in our discussion, and shall! take the liberty to dis- 
tinguish you by the honorable appellation of Professor. You may 
now propose your reasons with freedom. 

Professor. I began the practice of distilling spirituous liquors, 
before I made a profession of religion. lL considered it a lawful 
calling, and did not then suppose there was any harm in it.— 
Minimus. It is undoubtedly proper for all persons, whether pro- 
fessors or not, to be engaged in some lawful employment, by which 
they may honestly obtain the means of subsistence. Persons, who are 
about to enter upon any occupation, are bound faithfully to exam- 
ine whether it is likely to injure others; and ifso, it would be proper 
for them to doubt of its expediency. We must be sure to examine 
whether reason and the word of God will justify us before we 
Proceed. Professor. Distilling ardent spirits has long been ap. — 
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proved of by the greater part of mankind, certainly, until within 
a jew yeais.—.Winimus. Jt is true, it has too long been justified by 
great numbers, and so have slavery, and the slave trade; but would 
any one say that a professor of religion may be employed in these 
things, because many ef mankind justify them. 1t is believed that 
tbe practice of distilling ardent spirits has done more injury in 
society than slavery, or the slave wade, or than both united; and 
if you please you may add the crime of murder. A man may 
be unjusliy deprived of his property by theft, or high-way robbery; 
yet should lie have his health, and enjoy the use of his reason, be- 
ing favored vy a kind Providence, he may recover ui; and still be 
a comfort to iis family and an ornament insociety. But, by the fre- 
quent use of ardent spirits he becomes a set; not only his property 
is gone, but his health is impaired, his mental powers have de- 
pa icd, uis family is year alter year distressed, and those hands, 
Which should provide relief for an afflicted wife and starving chiid- 
ren, are Constantly heaping more miseries upon them. Instead of 
comivrling them with friendly advice or useful instruction, he, 
like a very demon incarnate, spreads terror and consternation 
ainong all his domestics; his neighbors shun him with detestation 
and abhorrence, and he is considered by all as a pest to society. 
Sad experience testifies, that the property and lives of many thous- 
auds are yearly sacrificed to intemperance. Where one person 
receives benefit by the use of these liquors, ninety-nine are mate- 
rially injured by them. Although the great body of the people have 
Jong been slumbering over this deadly evil, yet we have reason for 
gratitude to God, that some begin to see its deformity, and to 
abandon it with abliorrence; that it has been found by experience, 
that farmers, mechanics, and gentlemen, can do better without it, 
than to have it in constant use. {It is earnestly recommended to 
all classes, tatiitully to make the experiment one year. If after 
all that has been said and written on the si ibject, and all the evi- 
dence which is constantly exhibited against the mischievous effects 
of ardent spirits; any continue either to distil, or immoderately 
to nse this deleterious poison, they can have no excuse whatever. 
Tiey continue the practice against knowledge, against the wel- 
fare of maakind, — theix own consciences, and the word of 
God.— Professor. | have been at great expense to procure the ne- 
cessary appar rok io carry on the business, and 1 must really lose 

mich of this, if | now relinquish my distillery. As 1 have engaged 
in it, it seems to be the way which Providence has pointed out for 
me to maintain my many [s there not a necessity that I should 
goon as [ have begun? Minimus. Iam extremely soivy that you 
have expended property in setting up an establishment which has 
been such a manifest injury to yourself and family, and especially 
to the public. Had you expended one tenth part of your money for 
charitable purposes, such as sending missionaries and Bibles among 
the destitute, and various other means of doing good, and support- 
ing benevolent institutions, and with the remainder purchased a 
few acres of land, and faithfully labored upon it, you might have 
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-omtortably supported your family, without vending poison, or 
without taking the bread from the mouth of the hungry; which you 
have repeatedly done, since you have been employed in distilling. 


Yes, you have converted the staff of life into a poison, which has 
destroyed human lives without number. The Lord has not Jaid 
such a necessity upon you, that he requires you to destroy so many 
human beings to support your family. You have certainly as 
much reason to believe that he would have blessed you in your 
hasket and your store, had you performed your duty, as while 
openly violating it. Had you pursued a right course, you might 
have been a benefactor to mankind. You might have caused the 
widow’s heart to sing for joy, and wiped the tear from the orphan’s 
eye; and the blessing of many ready to perish would have come upon 
vou. f do not say that you have done nothing towards alleviating 
the sufferings of mankind, by giving in charity to relieve their 
wants. IL have no doubt, but if you are areal Christian, you have 
been fruitful in good works, and have found it more blessed to 
give, than to receive. Yet I think it must mar your happiness to 
reflect, that your distillery has caused so much positive misery. 
Professor. What would you do, sir, if you were precisely in my 
ituation.—.Minimus. 1 will tell you my friend, what I think you 
ought todo. You should immediately stop the business of distil- 
fing ardent spirits, and if you have a number of hundred bushels of 
grainon hand, you should sell it at a reasonable price, to those 
who woukl make use of it for bread. Endeavor to dispose of 
your stills, to the best advantage, to useful mechanics, who would 
make use of them to benefit mankind; then write down, in large 
capital letters, these words, BE SURE YOU NEVER AGAIN ENGAGE 
IN THE UNCHRISTIAN, AND UNSCRIPTURAL PRACTICE OF MANU- 
FACTURING POISON FoR YOUR NEIGHBORS!!! Were this practice 
universally observed; and all distilleries in our country entirely laid 
aside, it might be considered as a new and important era. Nothing 
would so soon prevent the intemperate use of ardent spirits, i, e. as 
faras human agency is concerned, and nothing would so soon re- 
form the vices of mankind, which are occasioned by the consump- 
tionofthem. f sincerely desire you, and all professors of religion, 
to pause and seriously to reflect upon the many evils of either distil- 
ling, selling, giving away, or drinking ardent spirits. Would pro- 
fessovs of religion do their duty in these respects, much might be 
done to prevent the general use of them. Consider attentively the 
denunciation of Jehovah, Hab. ii, 15; «Woe unto him that giveth 
his neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest 
him drunken also;” what can it be less than giving your neigh- 
bor drink, and putting your bottle to him, to manufacture it for him, 
ud put it within his reach. Weve there no distilleries in the 
world, spirituous liquors would scon be out of use, aud thus many 
thousands every year saved from a premature grave, and thous- 
ands of immortal souls from eternal rain.—Could this subject be 
Viewed in its proper light, 1 do believe that not only professors of 
Vol. XEL. | 79 
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religion, but every well wisher to mankind, and every friend te 
morality, would shudder at the idea of being an accessary to so 
many enormous crimes. But Lleave it to your own conscience and 
to the blessing of God. I wish you often to reflect that you are 
accountable fer all your conduct to a holy God, who will not accept 
any vain excuse. Reflect also, that you must meet in eternity, 
all those miserable wretches, whose souls have been destroyed by 
your means. If you have already been the instrument of ruinin 
only one soul, it will infinitely outweigh the wealth of the world, 

Pr ofessor. I thank you sir, for the remarks now made, and hope 
I may profit by them. I acknowledge I have not been in the habit 
of viewing all the consequences which follow from an employment 
that I have usually thought not very criminal.—.Winimus. Should 
the few observations which have been made, be a means of good 
to you, or to any one living, I shall greatly rejoice. As you pro- 
fess to be a follower of tife Lerd Jesus Christ, I entreat, *.ddorn 
the doctrine of God your Savior in all things, and avoid even the ap- 
pearance of evil.” 


For the Panoplisi 
THE IGNORANCE OF PAST AGES. 


Mr. Editor, 

it may possibly be of some use, (at least a gr atification,) to the friends of the several 
benevolent Institutions, now so prosperously going on, especially to Bible Socicties, to 
contrast the situation of the people in our days, with baw they were in the reign ot 
Henry the 7th in England. The book from which the filiowing is copied, was printed 
in 1722, in the reign of George Ist. It contains the letters of a traveller in England, 
who appears to have been a learned man, aud an industrious entiquarion, and this ex- 
tract is part of the result of his researches, and is at your service, if you think it wortg 
publishing in the Panoplist. Ipvo. 


‘To show you that there wasa glimpse of reformation amongst 
some of the most learned of the clergy, even before a legal reform- 
ation, I will give you an abstract of some Injunctions of a Bishop 
of Worcester, in a visitation to his clergy, in the latter end of the 
reign of Henry the seventh. 

“liven, by the goodness of God, bishop of Worcester, wisheth to 
all his brethren curates, grace, mercy, peace, and true knowledge of 
God’s word, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

«Forasmuch as in this my visitation, { evidently perceive the 
ignorance and negligence of diverse curates in this Bishopric to 
be intolerable, and not to be suffered; for thereby idolatry, many 
kinds of superstitions, and other enormities do reign; and I, will- 
ing your reformation in most favorable manner, do heartily re- 
quire you all, and every one of you, in God’s belialf, according as 
your duty is to obey me as God’s minister and the King’s, in all 
my lawful and honest commands, 

‘‘First, You shall every one of you provide yourselves with the 
Holy Bible in English and Latin, or at least a New ‘Testament, 
lrofur'e the feast and nativity of owr Lord next ensuing. 
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«That every one of you do read over a chapter in English to 
your parishioners every day, comparing the English with the 
Latin. 

«sThat every one of you have the book called the institution of a 
Christian man. 

«That you leave off your long beads, for they hinder the faithful 
preaching of God’s word. 

«That you instruct from your pulpits the children of the parish, 
to read English, that they may the better know how to pray in their 
mother tongue. 

“That no clergyman whatsoever, do discourage any sage per- 
son from reading good books, eitner in English or Latin; but rath- 
er animate and encourage him in it. 

«That every one of you, not only in preaching and open con- 
firmation, but also in secret confession, and making of testaments, 
excite and stir up your parishioners to the necessary works of 
mercy and charity. 

«That every one of you keep your parishioners to peace, leve 
and charity, so that none of you suffer the sun to sit upon their 
wrath. 

«That you suffer no friars or monks to preach in your churches, 
under pretence of trental quarter service, or otherwise. 

‘That preaching be never laid aside amongst you, under pre- 
tence of processions, and other less essential ceremonies. 

‘That you do not admit any young man or woman to receive 
the sacrament at the altar, until that he or she openly in the ehurch, 
after mass or evening song, do repeat in English the pater-noster, 
the creed, and the ten commandments. 

«That you, or none of you, command the common people to fast 
upon the even of obsolete holidays.” 


ON MINISTERIAL OR PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES. 


fIthas been long desired, that our churches, or congregations, should establish libraries 
for the use of their ministers in succession. The following letter on the subject speci- 
fies some of the reasons in favor of such a measure, and is inserted for the considera- 
tion of the Christian public. If such libraries were small at first, by a moderate addi- 
tion annually they would ultimately beeome valuable. ] 


«“My dear Friend, 
“Your plan of a ministerial library I very much approve. It is 
very important, that a minister should pursue a regular course of 
reading, that he may grow in knowledge and understanding; that 
he may be deeply instructed in the great things of the kingdom; 
that he may be able to bring forth from his treasury in rich abun- 
dance the best of instructions. for the reproof and correction, for 
the comfort and salvation of his flock. For this purpose, it is de- 
sirable that he should have the best books, that the world can fur- 
nish. But ifhe needs books for systematic reading, much more 
does he need them for occasional consultation. His mind may be 
embarrassed, perplexed and distressed for months, upon a point, 
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which, with such helps as a minister ought to have at hand, he 
might solve in ten minutes. He may often wish to consult a dozep 
books in an hour, for the solution of a single difficulty. When a 
person *s mind is particularly engaged and anxious upon a subject, 
then isthe time for him to gain Instruction upon it, either by read. 
ing or conversation. He therefore needs an extensive library, 
that he may see what the greatest and best of men have said upon 
the subject on which his mind is employed; and that he may ex. 
amine both sides, and all sides of the question; that he may have 
a fair opportunity to judge for himself and to form a correct opin. 
ion, A ininister may be consulted, or called to preach upon a 
subject, with which he is not well acquainted, and may feed consid- 
erably embarrassed and distressed if he has not books to which he 
may apply for information. But the distress which he feels, is 
not the whole nor-the principal evil. His usefulness is greatly im. 
paired. 

«An extensive library seems as needfol for a minister, as a com 
7 set of tools for a mechanic, whe wishes to perform his work 
in the best manner, and who pursues his business in all the varie- 
ties of its operations; and as much more important, as the business 
of a minister is more Important than that of a mechanic. 

it may be said that thinking is much more conducive to correct 
scholarship than reading. ‘This is Just as true, as that the circula- 
tion of the blood is more conducive to animal life than breathing. 
Both are necessary. It is perfectly ridiculous for any one to claim 
the character of a scholar, who is not at once a reader and a thinker, 
Reading without thinking would be useless and cumbersome; but 
it is exceedingly important to furnish the materials of thought. 
Mere thinking will never show us that there was such a man as 
Alexander, or such a city as Jerusalem. Mere thinking will never 
show us the fulfilment of Sc ripture, the signs of the times, nor but 
a very small part of what we are ¢ ‘apable of learning of the great 
and wonderful works of God. 

How beneficent and astonishing have been the effects of the art 
of printing and the consequent multiplication and diffusion of books. 
For such an art we shall never be sufficiently thankful to the 
Father of lights and Fountain of knowledge. Must it not be shame- 
ful ingr atitude to neglect the improvement of a blessing so inesti- 
mable. ‘hose. who have not leisure for extensive reading them- 
seives, may certainly do well to assist their minister with such 
books as he may need to consult, for their edification, their use- 
fulness, and their immortal benefit. 

[tis probable that no other class of men in this country suffer so 
much forthe want of any article, as ministers for the want of books: 
and their suffering is ultimately the suffering of their people, of 
the country, of the w orld, of the cause of Christ. How shall so 
great an evil be remedied? 

The establishment of ministerial hbraries, to be owned by 
churches for the use of their ministers, 1 consider, and have long 
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considered, much more important than parsonage houses, or par- 
sonage lands. It is much easier to hire a farm, or a house, than a 
library. If aminister owns a house or farm, it may be as useful 
and much more useful to his family after his death, than while he 
is living. Not so with bis books. Most of these (if indeed he 
has half what he should have,) will be of very little use to his 
family, and must be given away or sold for almost nothing. It 
seems desirable, therefore, that a minister should be furnished with 
what may be called his professional books by his people, and that 
they should descend to his successor, rather than to his family. 
Yours, &c. 


EXAMINATION AT THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN ANDOVER. 


Che annual examination of the students in this Seminary, took place on the fourth 
Wednesday of September. [t was attended by a respectable number of clergymen 
and strangers, who were highly gratified with the treatises read by the young gen- 
tlemen, and with the prosperous state of the lustitution. About twenty candidates 
for the ministry left the Semivary on that day, aml} more than forty have siace entered. 


° ‘ - > "pr ly 4 ; > , r a) / ; Ale Pj » a cf, i ines ; c y 
Trea fises were re ad OY S: ude nis of Tile Middle C: ass O27 the following 8Uu0- 
fect Ss 


Is the consideration of the divine purpose respecting any event to be made 
the rule of our duty? Blodeet. 
The nature and obligation of repentance. Lenny. 
What is the radical error of Pelagianism? Sherrill 
On the sanctity and importance of the Sabbath. COeden. 
On faith, asa principle of action in Christians. Sfraulding. 
What do the Scriptures teach respecting the aids of the Lfoly Spirit in 
prayer? Phillips. 
W hat is the witness of the Spirit, which Christians are to expect in regard 
to their own title to future happiness? Robinson. 
On the warfare in the Christian’s mind, as distinguished from that in the 
minds of sinners. Boardman. 
What is implied in the offer of salvation, which the ambassadors of Christ 
are authorized to make to sinners? Brace. 
What is the Scripture doctrine of regeneration? Burnham. 
What ought to be the feelings of Christians respecting their own perse- 
verance in holiness? Hobart 
What is the great design of the judgment day? Warren. 
What do the Scriptures teach respecting the present state and agency of 
vhrist? Vhiler. 


What deference is due to others in the formation of our religious opinions: 
Winslow 
An analysis of the language commonly emploved respecting the divine 


attributes, Murdock 
_ What, according to the Scriptures, will be the state of Christians after the 
judgment day? Benedict 
On the influence of sectarian zealin forming and propagating our theolog- 
‘Cal sentiments. Fisk. 
On the nature and effects of brotherly love among Christians. Bond. 


Treatises were read by the Students of the Senior Class on the following 
subjects: 

On the preaching of Dr. Barrow. Mr. Holbrook 

Wn controversial preaching. Mr. Calhoon. 
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On instructive preaching. Mr. Hawes. 
On figurative style. Mr. Taylor, 
Qn the preaching of Augustine. Mr. Emerson, 
On the preaching of Origen. Mr. Ely, 
On the history of the pulpit, as derived from the choice of subjects for ser. 
moas. Mr. Chaze, 
Remarks on Milton’s Paradise Lost. Mr. Wilson. 
On the preaching of Tillotson. Mr. Stratton, 
On extemporary preaching. Mr. Parsons, 
On the preaching of Bates. f Mr. Morse, 
On the style of Addison. Mr. Hooker. 
Qn defects in the plan of a Sermon. Mr. Caldwei! 
On the length of Sermons. Mr. Wright, 
Comparison of the English with the French pulpit. Mr. Aikin, 
On the style of Johnson. Mr. Parkhurst, 
Qn the preaching of President Edwards. Mr, Baldwin, 
On the eloquence of the Scriptures. Mr. Wilcox, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
JOURNAL OF THE BOMBAY MISSION, CONTINUED FROM P. 529, 


November 1, 1816.—This day has been made joyful to us by the arrival of our 
long expected brother Bardwell, his wife and child. They arrived safe after 
a voyage of 27 days from Columbo; though we are sorry to say, that sis- 
ter B. is in a feeble state of health. It was a joyful meeting to us all; and 
we heartily united in thanksgiving and praise to that all-directing Provi- 
dence that has so mercifully preserved and guided us in all our ways, and 
crowned us with goodness and loving kindness. 

Now our waiting eyes are unto the Lord that he would grant our brother 
a quiet settlement here, that thus our hands may be strengthened and our 
hearts encouraged. 

2d. Went with brother Bardwell tothe police to report his arrival. Noth- 
ing transpired but what was calculated rather to excite our hopes than m- 
crease our fears. 

4th. Calted with brother Bardwell on his excellency the Governor. Bro- 
ther Bardwell delivered a letter of introduction from Governor Brownr:gg. 


‘It enclosed Dr. Worcester’s letter, written in behalf of the missionaries. 


The Governor received us with his accustomed kindness; and expressed to 
brother Bardwell his readiness to shew him any favor. 

His excellency very kindly inquired about our schools, and the general 
concerns of our mission, and desired us to call on him frequently. For these 
encouraging circumstances we would desire to be thankful. 

To-day is a great Hindoo festival, It commemorates the destruction of 4 
notorious demon by the hand of Mahadave. The people perform a pilgrim- 
age to Wallakaslwer, a sacred village in the south-western extremity of the 
island. ‘There they perform their abiutions, and make various offerings to 
their god Mahadave. The number of people was great, and many of them 
we exhorted to forsake their dumb idol, and turn to the living God, the 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

13th. Received a letter from brother Nott, dated at London, May 27, 
inclosed in one from Mr. Money, dated 15th June. 

16th. Finished the translation of the first of Corinthians. 

28th. Received a letter from Mr. Thomason enclosing the invoice and bill 
of lading, of the types, press and ink, shipped on board the Resource, bound 
to Bombay. This ship left Calcutta the 30th of October, and her arrival 
may now be daily expected. 

December 4th. Agreed unanimously to purchase a horse and chaise as soon 
as we conveniently can. We feel justified in this expense, since it will so 
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much contribute to our health, and convenience; and since after the expense 
of the purchase, the monthly expense of keeping the horse and chaise will 
not be greater, but probably less, than what we should pay necessarily for 
palanquins. 

6th. To-day we have witnessed a horrid specimen of the Hindoo reli- 
gion. It was at a village called by the natives Kamatapoor, i. e. the town 
of the Kamatees, who are a Telinga people from the opposite side of the pe- 
ninsula; the affair took place at the temple of Kardoba, or, Kandeh Roa, an 
incarnation of Mahadave ina human form, in which character he destroyed 
thedemon Manimal. ‘To this god two persons, a man and a woman of low 
cast, made avow. ‘The man, as was said, made his vow and performed it, 
for the purpose of obtatning greater bodily strength and vigor, and the womaa 
that she might obtain an offspriug. 

The vows were performed by making offerings to the idol, and by tortur- 
ing themselves before the temple. ‘The affair began with music and dancing 
before the door of the temple; or rather by a barbarous jangle of harsh 
sounding drums and pipes, and by a sort of beastly play, somewhat resem- 
bling the plays of dogs, or monkeys. 

Aiter this the offerings were made. They consisted of a small quantity of 
voiled rice, a few small cakes, several kinds of coloring stuffs, or sacred paint, 
burning of incense, and a drink offering ot toddy, an intoxicating liguor taken 
from the palm-tree; besides a number of other things which were ~. placed 
on alittle spot of ground previously figured by red lines yariously intersect- 
ing each other. 

After these offerings were made, the sacrifice of a kid was performed. 
The person, who principally officiated at the sacrifice, was an old man almost 
naked with long black hair hanging frightfully over his shoulders and face, 
around his loins a broad belt strung with a number of beils, also bells around 
his ancles, and a heavy hempen rope for flagellation in his hand, making 
altogether a very horrid appearance. The kid was brought and waved 
around the spot where the other offerings had been made. It was then seized 
by that demon-like man who began to run around the car, which was the 
engine of torture, and at the same time to tear open with his teeth the 
throat of the kid, and to suck its blood. Worle he was doing this, the clang 
of music, the yell ofthe people, the crowding, howling and pushing around 
him, exhibited a scene as horrid and devilish, it almost seemed, as the devil 
himself could desire. After the monster had thus torn the kid, and drunk 
its blood, he was caressed and reverenced by the people as a superior being; 
and they were eager to touch him, as though the touch of him was sufficient 
to communicate some invaluable blessing. 

The car just mentioned consisted of two cart-wheels, upon the axis of 
which was perpendicularly erected a pole ten or twelve teet in length, On 
the top of this perpendicular pole another of about twenty-five feet m length 
was so fixed, that by means of ropes fastened to one end ot it, the opposite end 
might be let down to the ground or elevated at pleasure, to the height of 
about twenty feet. Near the end of the pole to be thus elevated, was fasten- 
ed on it a cloth, or a kind of canopy, and directly under this canopy was fas- 
tened a rope for suspending the person voluntarily devoted to torture. 

All things being made ready,a voung man loaded with red and yellow paint 
came forward. Preceded by musicians and followed by a train he began 
to Circumambulate the temple, making a circumference of about thirty rods. 
A‘ier going round the temple several times in this way, two iron hooks, hav- 
ing each two prongs thrust through the skin and principal muscles on the 
small of the back, were made fast to the end of the pole which was let 
down near the ground. Instantly the ropes at the otherend were pulled, 
and the poor frantic creature was drawn up to the height of about twenty 
feet, and there fastened. The music was struck up, aud a noisy group 
seized the repes fastened to the car, and drew it six times round the temple, 
making the same circumference as before mentioned, the man at the same 
time scattering the dust of chunda-wood, on the crowds under him. Vyher 
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he was let down, the people manifested the same eagerness to touch him as 
before thev did to touch the monster who had sucked the blood of the kid. 

After this man had performed his vow, a female was suspended on the 
hooks and drawn round inthe same manner. She seemed to manifest greater 
fortitude and contempt of pain than the man did; for while the weight of her 
body was entirely suspended on the hooks in her back, she voluntarily flung 
herself about by a variety of action, which must have greatly augmented her 
pains, 

After she had been drawn five times round the temple, she was let down 
and led away amidst the congratulation and applauses of the multitude. 
Thus the scene closed. Several others, it was said, stood bound by their 
vows to the same idol, to inflict the same tortures on themselves in the course 
of afew days. 

Here the Christian may behold something of the degraded, deplorable, 
perishing condition of the heathen. How hard their bondage to Satan! How 
wrewhed their present condition! and alas! what must soon be their condi- 
tionin eternity unless that Gospel is preached unto them, which is able to 
make them wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ! 

PRefore the commencement of the solar eclipse on ‘luesday afternoon, « 
very largeconcourse of the natives of both sexes, and many ci the higher orders, 
were assembled at the back ci the surt for the purpose of bathing in the sea, 
duting the ceremony, which is perforined at the end as well as the beginning 
of an eclipse, a youth was seized by a shark, and so dreadfully inutilated tha: 
he died almost instantly. 

The tollowine paragraph taken from the Isle of France Gazette, contains 
infurmation intcresting to the religious, as well as to the political world. 

“On the tenth instant, the two brothers of Radam, king of Ova, mannniapte 
nied bv two of his ministers and several representatives of the principal ha 
tions of the coast of Madagascar, were landed from his Majesty’s ship, Deu 
Capt. Curran, who conveyed them tothis Island. His /xceilency the Gov- 
ernor received thein under a salute from the batteries, and with ali due maners 
at the Government House, as the mark of the high sense he entertained o 
the confidence with which Radam, the most powertul _ ice of Ma: leaeilier 
had consigned the heir apparent of his kingdom, and a younger json, to the 
protection of the British Government tor their sdaneiien he young princes, 
Marantafique and Ahaoviare of the age of ten and eleven years; and from 
their tuitelligence appe ir capable of acquiring every requisite principle of 
morals and religion, as well as a knowledge of those arts and sciences, which 
must essentially contribute to the happiness of the people, whom the elder 


’ is destmed to govern. 


“An event of this nature has ever been considered as most desirable by 
those persons, wlio are best acquainted with the interest of this colony;—as 
contributing essentially to the rents of the different merchants and Euro- 
pean inhabitants settled in Mad dagascar; and as assuring that friendly com- 
munication on which somuch depends tor the provisioning of these colonies. 

It may also be considered as one of the many steps for the advance in ci\- 
ilizadon of that vast and fertile Island, by the introduction of European arts 
and industry under such powerful protection.” 

A letter from Mr. Ward has just informed us, that Dr. Carey has been 
very ill. but was hopefully on the recovery. 

8th. To-day another person swung at the place, and in the manner, de 
scribed on the 6th instant. 

9¢#. Received our types and printing press in good condition from the ship 
Resource, and brought them to our house. Thus it pleases God to prospe: 
usin cur plans. O may we go on with increased zeal and activity. 

14th. Wrote to Dr. Worcester, inciosing to Mr. Evarts a duplicate of out 
accounts up to the SOth of Se ptember. 


This day is celebrated a Hindoo marriage of very unusual magnificence. 


oO 


But since the Hindoo marriages are, in the general, performed with the same 
ceremonies, the tollowing may be acceptable as a pretty correct specimen. 
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The negotiations for a marriage contract originate with the girl’s father. 
When he wishes to give his daughter in marriage, he sends his priest or do- 
mestic chaplain, (for each family have a Brahmin, who officiates for them 
at all such ceremonies, as require the attendance of the priest,) to the father 
of the boy, with whom he desires his daughter to be connected. The priest 
speaks in Commendation of the girl, and her family; makes known the 
wishes of her father, and the sum of money, which he will give with his 
daughter. Ifthe father of the boy consents to the connexion, the next step 
is to compare the gunnaputtras of the two children; that is, to compare to 
gether those astrological calculations predicting their future lives, which 
were written at the birth of the children. If, on examination, the predicted 
events of their lives appear discordant the negotiation is of course broken 
off; but if these harmonize, then the contract is settled; and, in the next place, 
the astrologers are employed to calculate the propitious day and hour for 
performing the marriage ceremony. 

The day being fixed, preparations are made for receiving and entertain- 
ing the wedding guests, both at the house of the bride and the bridegroom. A 
kind of booth, called a manduft, is erected near the houses of the respective 
families, apparatus for illumination is procured, and, at the house of the bride, 
provision is made for feasting the wedding guests. ‘These are all on a scale 
more or less expensive, according to the ability of the parties. 5 

The evening for the marriage being come, the wedding guests go out to 
meet the bridegroom. A procession: is formed at his house, whence he is 
conducted to the house of the bride. He usually proceeds on horseback; but 
sometimes he is only able to pay a man for carrying him on his shoulder. 
The degree of parade and splendor exhibited by the procession, would pretty 
accurately indicate the wealth and rank of the parties, did not their vanity 
often lead them to an expense too heavy for their fortunes to support without 
great embarrassments. 

Previous to the performance of the marriage ceremony, each of the par- 
ties must perform his ablutions, which vary according to the cast to which 
they belong. 

When all things are ready for the ceremony, a curtain more or less 
stained with colors, is extended between the bride and bridegroom, and so 
held at each end that they cannot see each other. ‘Their hands being joined; 
the curtain, however, being clenched between them; the officiating Brahmin 
begins to repeat his munzras, or a certain form of words appointed to be re- 
hearsed at all marriages. These muntras are in antique Sungskrit, and un- 
intelligible in general to the officiating Brahmins themselves; but each one 
closes with the benediction, “Be this a happy marriage.” When these 
words are uttered, the people throw on the couple some grains of rice, 
flowers, &c. 

When the ceremony is over, the guests sit down to a repast, as sumptuous 
as the father of the girl is able to provide. Among some of the lower casts, 
the gyests are treated with ardent spirits, and many drink to intoxication. 
With the higher sorts of people the marriage feast is followed by a dance. 
This dance is furnished by hiring two, three or four dancing girls, (who are 
pProfessedly as abandoned as stage actresses,) and about the same number of 
Musicians. ‘The guests being seated on carpets or mats, these dancing girls 
take their station in front of the musicians, near the centre, sing songs and 
Stupidly move about, and thus perform what is called dancing. The feast- 
lag and dancing are kept up several nights in succession; and often till three 
or four o’clock in the morning: and sometimes, by waiting for the propitious 
hour for the marriage ceremony to arrive, it is midnight before the party go 
out to meet the bridegroom. 

The wedding being over, the little children are taken to their respective 
homes, and, now become husband and wife, occasionally see each other and 
play together as other children. 

It is essential to the reputation of every Hindoo girl, that she be married 
under the age of eleven years. Boys may marry at a later age. A widew 
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cannot marry. If the husband of a girl four years old should die immediate. 
iv after their marriage, ghe must remain single through life. A widower 
may marry a second time, but should he be a man 60 years of age, he must 
marry a girl under eleven years; for none but such are unmarried and repv- 
table. 

February, March, May, June, and December, are the enly months in the 
vear, in which marriages can be performed, and sometimes it so falls out, 
that, for a year and a half, they are entirely prohibited by the astrology of 
this superstitous people. 

The famous marriage before alluded to, and celebrated this day, was that 
of a very extraordinary person. The name of the man is Tukozee; but he is 
commonly called by the peopie Maharaz. Though he is a man famed 
throughout a great part of the country, yet it is extreanely difficult satisfacto- 
rily to ascertain his origin. He was born in the southern part of the penin. 
sula. His mother was a widow, but who was his father is a disputed point, 
The Mahrattas say, that his father was a Brahmin, and his mother being a 
widow, he is of course illegitimate. His own zealous disciples, however, 
would maintain, that he was miraculously conceived by the power of God; 
and so much is certain, he, like his ancestors for several generations past, 
has given himself out to be some great one, and he has so bewitched the peo. 
ple, that multitudes believe and declare him to be God, and worship him as 
such. Hecameto Bombay about five months since, in great style, with 
coaches, elephants, carts, horsemen, armed with swords and shields and 
guns with match-locks: his whole train amounting to several hundred per. 
sons. It was amazing to see with what enthusiasm the people crowded to- 
gether tosee this imaginary divinity; to prostrate themselves and pay him 
divine honors. Money and other things to a great amount were given him. As 
he was passing over Salsette, some of the merchants of Tannah met him with 
a present of sixteen thousand rupees, which they begged he would accept 
merely as a token of their respect. Itis supposed, that at Bombay he has 
received three or four hundred thousand rupees. All these presents are 
made, and all this homage is yielded to him, solely by Guzerattee people. 
By the other Hindoos he is held in contempt, and most cruelly defamed, 
unless he is actually one of the vilest of wretches as to his moral conduct. 

Long ago he married his first wife,but she bearing him no children, he has 
now taken his second wife, according to the custom of the Hindoos. Being 
by extraction a Telinga Brahmin, it was necessary that he should marry 
into a family of the same nation and cast. 

But as his mother was a widow, and consequently himself an outcast, no 
Brahmin could give his daughter in marriage without becoming an outcast 
himself.and all his family. This no Brahmin would do without an ample 
compensation. In this case, the compensation, as report says, was twenty- 
five thousand rupees, added to the rare benefit of an alliance with such an 
extraordinary personage. He was married into the family of a Telinga 
Brahmin, which family havenow become outcast; and none but the few of 
the same illegitimate origin as this great pretender will associate with them. 
Yet, however strange it may.seem, the Guzerattee Brahmins will readily 
worship him; but on no account would they eat with him. 

The expense and splendor of this wedding, and the crowd of people who 
attended, were the greatest that have ever been witnessed in this place. 

Such marriages, such worldly pride and show, are in perfect accordance 
with all that the Hindoos believe and say of their gods: Deluded mortals' 
They think God altogether such an one as themselves. When will they be 
enlightened and brought to the knowledge of the true God! O may it speedily 
be done, 

81st. This evening commenced the public reading of the Scriptures in our 
school- rooms for natives, about a mile from our dwelling house. There were 
present this evening about one hundred and fifty persons, mostly Hindoo 
men, but some women and children, and some Mussulmauus. We commenced 
rexding to them the harmony ef the Gospels; accompanying what was reac 
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with explanatory remarks and observations. Should it please God to bless 
chis our first attempt publicly and statedly to read the Holy Scriptures tu 
the heathen, and dispose them to continue their attendance, it would greatly 
encourage our hearts. 

This day brings us to the close of another year. The past has beena 
year of loving kindness and tender mercy, from the hand of the Lord. Under 
the preserving care and direction of a kind Providence, we have been per- 
mitted and enabled to pursue the great object of our mission without mo- 
lestation or embarrassment. ‘Though wecannot rejoice over any of our fel- 
low creatures converted by the Spirit of God from heathenism through our 
labors; yet it affords us much satisfaction to reflect, that during the year 
past, thousands of the poor heathen, and others hardly less ignorant, have 
ueard from our lips the glad tidings of salvation. And we remain tirm in 
the consoling hope and belief, that we shall reap ia due time, if we faint not. 

It is also a very pleasing reficction, that for the greater part of the year, 
nearly three hundred* heathen boys have been in a course of education unde: 
our direction, and almost daily receiving such moral instruction as they 
would never receive, and such as may finally be the means of bringing them 
toa knowledge of God our Savior. 

The accession to the number of laborers in this mission has greatly strengti:- 
ened our hands, and encouraged our hearts. With the prospect of continuing 
daily to preach Christ to the heathen, and of shortly printing and distributiny 
among them the Word of life, we have abundant reason to thank God, anc. 


tuke eourage. 
[7 be continued. } 


MISSION TO THE CHEROKEES. 


{Tbe Rev. Elias Cornelius, who has for the last eighteen months, been laboriously em. 
ployed as a very useful and successful agent of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, is now on a tour to the southwestern parts of the United States, 
After obtaining very handsome collections for the Board in the principal towns through 
which be passed; and after having had repeated interviews with the heads of depart. 
ments at Washington, on the subject of meliorating the condition of the American 
Aborigines, by means uf schools, the arts of husbandry and the mechanic arts, he ar- 
rived at Chickamaugah on the 20th of September. —It is proper here to say, that all the 
members of the general government express a very beuevolent desire, to improve the 
civil and moral condition of the Indians within our borders. 

The following extracts from a letter lately received by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, as Cor- 
responding Secretary, give an interesting account of the visit of Mr. Cornelius to the 
seat of the Cherokee mission, } 

Chickamaugah, Cherokee Nation, Nov. 1, 1817. 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 

It is with great pleasure I at length have it in my power to address you, trom 
the seat of your first establishment, among the poor Aborigines of eur coun-~ 
try. According to my usual custom, I have deferred writing in this instance, 
until the approach of the time of my departure. I prefer always to adop: 
this course, because it enables me to give you a move connected and consist- 
ent view of my tour, aud the incklents connected with it, than I otherwis 
should be able to do. 

My arrival here was on the 20th of September, at half past one o’clock ir 
the morning. In my last letter, mailed at Washington, Rhea Co. (Tenn.} 
you were informed of my exp*ctation of meeting brother Kingsbury. / 
waited until Friday morning, Sept. 19, and then set out for Chickamaugalh, 
understanding the distance to be from 35 to 40 miles, After riding about 1¢ 
miles, toa place called Hiwasece Garrison, formerly a military post, on the 
north side of the Tenessec river, I found a man who, having business w ith 
Mr. Kingsbury, agreed to accompany me the remainder of the distance. 
We crossed the Cherokee line very soon after leaving the garrison; for it 


* The number has been greatly increased since th's passage wae written@E n, 
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crosses the Tennessee river, and takes a north-west direction for a great dis- 
tance within the limits of the state of Tennessee. Within three miles of the 
garrison, we crossed the Tennessee river, and proceeded in a south-west di- 
rection, keeping the course of the river, and not far from it. Our only road 
was an Indian path, running through the wilderness. Although it was three 
o’clock before we crossed the Tennessee, we chose to continue our journey all 
the way to Chickamaugah before we stopped. In the evening the mvon 
shone bright and by the help of an Indian guide, whom we obtained for the 
last 15 miles, we arrived at Chickamaugah creek, at five minutes past twelve 
o’clock on Saturday morning. This creek is large and not fordable, ex- 
cept in certain places then unknown to us. The seat of the establishment 
is one fourth of a mile onthe opposite side. We cried out for help, but could 
obtain no answer; when as we were making preparations to lie out on the 
side of the creek till morning, our Indian guide signified to us his willingness 
to cross the creek, and bring the brethren to our assistance, provided we 
would let him have one of our horses; at the same time calling his own stee- 
kee, that is Zitt/e, it being a poney. We cheerfully consented, and in a short 
time, were in the embraces of the dear missionaries of Chickamaugah. But 
judge of my surprise, when J was told that brother Kingsbury had gone to 
meet me, and by taking a different road must have missed me. That dear 
brother J did not see until the Tuesday atter my arrival. 

The true distance of this place from Washington, (‘Ten.) may be stated at 
45 miles; and from the place where I crossed the Tennessee river, 32 or 33 
miles. This was the reason of the very unseasonable time of my arrival at 
the mission family. 

I will not occupy my paper by detailing to you the mutual joy and satisfac- 
tion of the brethren and sisters and myself, on the occasion of my arrival. 
Although I had never seen them, they were all previously well acquainted 
with me, andI withthem. Your own mind will better conceive, than I de- 
scribe, what were our feelings, on beholding each other’s faces in this distant 
and benighted section of our country. ‘To God we offered the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving and praise, and having mutually expressed our sympathies and 
reviewed our mercies, took courage, and rejoiced that we were counted 
worthy to make even the least sacrifice for Christ, 


f Mr. Cornelius goes on to state in detail, that he found the affairs of the mission as pros- 
perous as he had anticipated, and that the brethren were constantly occupied in improy- 
ing the place and conducting the school. He mentions that they had necessarily labored 
under great disadvantages. ‘When you think of these things,” says he, ‘and the fact 
that they have been called to make a great establishment in the wilderness, forty miles 
from the settlements, it cannot but exeite your admiration, that in one year from the 
commencement of their exertions, a dwelling house 52 feet by 27, two stories high, 
should be reared, also a large and convenient school house, 56 feet by 22, a grist mill 
and numerous smaller buildings. In addition to the labors of erecting these buildings, 
4 considerable quantity of corn and other articles has been raised, and a school of 20 
or 30 children taught and boarded all at the same time.” 

After describing various things relative to the plan in operation, the narrative proceeds as 
follows: | 


I arrived on Saturday morning. The following Sabbath I preached to broth- 
er Kingsbury’s congregation, consisting of white, black, and red people, most 
of whom could understand the English language. They were all very atten- 
tive, and several of them solemn. After worship I assisted in the Sunday 
school, instituted for the instruction of the black people, who are quite nume- 
rous. This is an interesting part of the charge, which God has here com- 
mitted to the brethren. The following Tuesday, Mr. Kingsbury returned, 
and I beheld him for the first time in my life. Our meeting was mutually 
joyful and encouraging. Isettled my account with him, as stated in my last 
jetter to Mr. Evarts. i 

Wednesday, Sept. 24th. Brother Kingsbury and myself visited Charles R. 
Hicks, a Cherokee halt-breed, second in authority inthe nation. Mr. Kings- 
wary has no doubt given you an account of him. We all believe him an in- 
telligent, civilized, and truly piousman. Ata future time I may be able to 
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give you some interesting facts concerning him. He lives but 15 miles from 
Chickamaugah, and is a friend indeed to the American Board and their mis- 
sionaries. Under his patronage every personal advantage in his power to 
bestow may be reliedon. His influence is very greatin the nation, as I have 
already witnessed. For what purpose, we may well ask, has God raised him 
to his present station, but to do good. He not only wishes their civilization, 
but ardently desires, that Christ Jesus should be preached every where among 
them. He is about 50 years of age, and a member of the church of Christ 
under the care of Mr. Gambould. At the time I visited him, a number of 
Cherokee chiefs were present on business. I should have improved the op- 
portunity of conversing on the subject of my mission now, but was told that 
on the 12th of October, there would be a very large and joint council of the 
Creck and Cherokee nations at the Etowee river, about 70 miles south of 
Chickamaugah. I at once concluded it would be am object of great conse- 
quence for .ne to attend that council; and although it would detain me long- 
er in the nation than I had expected, yet I could not doubt that the object 
would be thought a sufficient apology for my delay. Inthe mean time, I was 
engaged in doing what I could to assist the brethren in their arduous work; 
and particularly during ten days, while Mr. Kingsbury was absent on a jour- 
ney to Knoxville. 


[ Mr. C. was busily employed for the benefit of the mission during his stay at Chicka- 
maugah, except that he was confined to his room three days by sickness. His tour te 
the Etow-ee councilis described as follows: ] 


On Monday, October 13th, I left Chickamaugah. I had hoped to enjoy the 
company of brother Kingsbury on my journey to Etow-ee; but his duty 
seemed to call more loudly for his attentionat home. I took with me one of 
the scholars, John Brown, a half breed Cherokee, 15 years of age, of great 
promise, and who, on account of his knowledge both of the English and @he- 
rokee languages, could act on all ordinary occasions as an interpreter. I will 
here just remark, that I amexceedingly pleased with this youth; and cannot 
but think he would be an ornament to the Foreign Mission School in Connec- 
ticut. He is amiable on account of his modesty and sweetness of temper. 
He is also intelligent and serious. His father is a chief, and a man of influence. 
John will no doubt, if he lives, be a person of distinction in this nation; and 
should God renew his heart, he might be a herald of salvaticn to his people, 
under circumstances eminently favorable to his success. He is anxious to 
zo to New England, where so many “‘of the good white people” live; and his 
father will cheerfully consent to part with him, and furnish him with horse, 
saddle, and bridle &c. toaccompany me on my return next spring; and per- 
haps he will feel able to make his son a small present annually, while he 
should stay at the north, towards defraying his expenses. 

To return: I had the pleasure of obtaiuing the company of Mr. Hicks, on 
my tour through the wilderness to Etow-ee, where we arrived on ‘Thursday, 
having been detained by bad weather on the way. I will not stay to detail 
the thousand new and interesting scenes through which I passed onmy way 
tothe council, and while I wasthere. I will only say here, that on Friday, I 
had a talk with the council of each nation by themselves, for an account of 
which I refer you te an appendix to this letter, No. 4, which is a true copy 
from my journal. 

On my return, I visited Mr. Gambould, the Moravian Missionary at 
Spring- place; and can assure you, that I was extremely delighted with him 
and his pious wife. We are all indebted to them greatly. Their kindness to 
the brethren has been unbounded; so much so, that they are now called by 
ns all father and mother Gambould. Mr.G. is the spiritual father of Mr. 
Hicks, and also of another Cherokee. FI obtained his consent, that a letter 
Which he wrote to Mr. M’Kenney, should be transcribed and sent to you. 

Ireturned to Chickamaugah October 25d, having been absent ten days, 
and travelled about a hundred and forty miles; in which time I lay out upon 
tie fround with only a blanket, four nights, and on the floor in an Indian house 
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two more. But my health and appetite were never better. My Sabbath, 
October 19th, I spent in the woods, two miles from the council, with only 
my friend John. Since my return I have been constantly occupied in writing 
to my friends, to the committee, and in assisting brother Kingsbury in his 
writing. One of the workmen having been severely attacked with a fever, has 
very much called off our attention from writing, and rendered it necessary 
I should stay a few days longer. I am also obliged for the present to desist 
from travelling, in consequence of a late fall of rain, which has so much 
raised the creeks, as to render them impassable; and as for bridges there 
are none; and of ferries very few. I have already had to make my horse 
swim over one considerable river, and I expect to be compelled to do it often 
again in my southern tour. 


[Mr. C. next describes the object which he shall keep in view during the remaining part 
of his tour, and communicates much information, which will be interesting to the Com- 
mittee. From the account of his proceedings at the council on the river Etow-ee, we 
make the following extracts. ] 

Etow-ee Council, Friday, October 17, 1817. 

At one o’clock, the Indians having generally assembled, I opened iny talk 
first with the Cherokee Chiefs, Mr. Charles R. Hicks being interpreter. I 
showed them my credentials, and then stated my object in inuch the follow- 
ing manner. 

“TI observed, I lad come far from the north to see them, on a subject of the 
highest importance to them and to their children: that in this I was not acting 
as a private man; but, as Thad shown them, I had been sent to them bya 
society of great and good men at the north, who loved them, and wished to 
do them good: that it was their belief, that in no way could they do the Che- 
rokees so much good, as by sending wise and good men among them to teach 
their children; to instruct them in the arts of agriculture; and in the know- 
ledge of their great Creator; by means of which they might be made happy 
and useful in this life, and find the path which would lead them to hap- 
piness when they should die. I assured them that none but good men 
would be sent among them; that these would never seek to deprive them 
of any of their lands, but would be entirely satisfied, if they could teach 
the Indians how to cultivate them in the best manner themselves. I stated 
the plan, which would govern the society in the establishment of schools; 
and according to which they had already, by consent of the Cherokees, es- 
tablished one school at Chickamaugah, and might yet establish more.” 

While I was addressing them, they were remarkably attentive. When 
I had finished, they consulted together, and unanimously approved of what I 
had said. They ordered Aunnataciagee, (in English the Ridge,) a distinguish- 
ed Indian chief, to proclaim to the whole council the result of their delib- 
eration; which he did in the centre of a large circle of Indians, ina speech of 
15 or 20 minutes length. He spoke with great animation, in a loud tone of 
voice, and in true native style. I regret that from my ignorance of the Jan- 
guage in which he spoke, I am unable to give you the discourse as it was de- 
livered. But yon will obtain some idea of what he said, by the following 
brief summary, translated into English by Mr. Hicks. I send it ashe wrote 
it, excepting a few grammatical corrections, made under his eye, and with 
his consent. 

“T am now going to address the council of the Cherokee nation; and each 
representative will inform his town respectively the result of our delibera- 
tions, on the subject of what we have heard from thencrthern good people, 
who have sent this manto us. Of their offer of pity to our people, and 
that we have taken hold of their offer. We have thought right to accept 
of their benevolent object, that our children may learn to act well in life, and 
their minds be enlarged to know the ways of our Creator. For we have been 
told, that by education we may know, that at death aur spirit will return to 
the Father of it. It will also promote our children’s good to labor for their 
‘iving, when they come to years of manhood. Iam sensible the hunting life 
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is not to be depended on. So our Father, the President Washington, recom- 
mended to us to labor instead of hunting. 

‘These good people have established one school at Chickamaugah, and 
sent us teachers to educate our children. Whereupon the council requires 
all persong to treat them friendly, and not to disturb any thing they have. 
And as there is now 2 deputation of warriors to start immediately, to visit 
the President of the United States, the chiefs are also requested to instruct 
them to ask our new father, the President, for his assistance to educate our 
children.” 

‘Two men were appointed, Mr. Hicks and another Cherokee chief, to ren- 
der every assistance and protection to the missionaries at Chickamaugah, 
which it may be in the power of the nation to afford. I can hardly conceive 
how itis possible, for the door of admission into this nation to be thrown open 
more wide than itis at present. If a missionary asks for personal security; 
here he can sleep as quietly as in any part of the civilized world. Does he 
wish for the protection and countenance of the peopie among whom he labors? 
Here they are afforded to the utmost extent in the power of the nation to 
give: the principal chief in the nation himself a follower of Jesus, and 
ready to strengthen the hands of all those who come to preach the unsearch- 
able riches of the great Redeemer. There is also another consideration, 
which shows irresistibly that this harvest is ripe. They have, as a nation, 
no system of idolatry of their own to prejudice their minds against the reli- 
gion of Christ. For many years the religion of their forefathers has been for- 
gotten. It has no place whatever in the moral existence ot the nation. 
Neither do we find individuals in their heathen state in the practice of any 
system of religion; while yet it is unusual for any of them to hear of the great 
Creator of all things, without lending the most serious attention. Such is the 
native reverence of the Deity, which is cherished by them, and which seems 
to be their only remaining trace of religion. Some of them, it is true, have 
learned to profane the name of God; but to the disgrace of those professing 
to be Christians, let it be remembered, that the horrid practice is borrowed 
entirely from the white people, and is in the Indian language without mean- 
ing. I make these remarks, because I know them to be true from my own 
ebservation. Let then faithful missionaries be sent among them; and instead 
ef finding a people teuacious of a false religion, they will find a nation desti- 
tute of all religion whatever, and with no other prejudice against the religion 
ef Christ, than that which is common to human depravity every where. But 
I will not prolong this part of the subject, for it is probabie it will be advert- 
ed to in the joint letter tobe addressed to the Committec. 


[After Mr. C. had addressed the Cherokee chiefs and warriors, he was conducted to 
the council of the Creeks, consisting of about 139 chiefs, with the Big Warrior at their 
head. His interpreter was a halt-breed Creek of the name of Hawkins, about twenty-five 
years of age. He made a long and formal speech to the council, first exhibiting his eom- 
mission, and then proposing very distinctly the objects in view. The council deliberated 
en the subject till the next day, when Mr. C. was requested to take his seat in the eoun- 
cil, and the result of the deliberations was announced to him by the Big Warrior himself. 
It appears that the Creeks did not fully understand what was contemplated by schoole, 
and that they were not sufficiently acquainted with the subject to make up their minds 
suddenly. They declined therefore giving a positive answer to the proposals. They 
agreed, however, to deliver an answer to the United States agent, Gen. Mitchell, at the 
close of another council, which they were to hold in the course of the succeeding month. 
Mr. Cornelius left Chickamaugah on the 6th of November, with an intention of visiting 
the Chickesaw and Choctaw nations, spending the winter at New Orleans in preaching, 
and returning in the spring through these Indian nations to the southern states, and thence 
to New England. His long and very useful letter contains some geographical notices, 
a appear in a subsequent number ef our work. The closing paragraph is as foi- 
1OWSs: 


. 


_ This is Nov. 5. I leave for the south as Iexpect temorrow. My heart has 
-his day been greatly refreshed by the perusal of the Panoplist for September, 
whith kas just arrived. Thad not heard fram the north in a long time. 
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Blessed be the Lord who so greatly prospers you. We have some 
things of recent occurrence here at Chickamaugah. Yesterday two Cher- 
okees, one man and one woman, came to us to ask, what they should do to be 
saved. We are all encouraged, and believe our Lord has good in store 
tor this people, and will do them good in spite of those who seek their ruin. 
The brethren will give you particulars. Let me entreat your prayers for me; 
for I assure you were it not for the glorious nature of the object I seek, I 
should shrink from some of my wanderings in the wilderness. Yours 
as ever. 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM THE CHEROKEE MISSION, 


A letter from Mr. Kingsbury to the Treasurer, dated Nov. 28th, which has just come 
to hand, contains the following highly gratifying paragraph. 


“J CANNOT omit to mention, that the Lord has greatly encouraged us by 
some drops of mercy, which have fallen around us. Three Cherokees, one 
a member of our school, give, I think I may say, comfortable evidence of 
piety. T'wo white men are under very serious impressions. ‘This is truly 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

The smile of Providence in so early a stage of the mission will call forth the 
gratitude of Christians, and will encourage them to make fresh and more vig- 
erous exertions to send the Gospel to the pagan Aborigines of this continent, 


NEW MISSIONARIES TO THE INDIANS. 


Tae following missionaries in the employment of the Board are now on their 
way to Chickamaugah, with a view to reside there for a time and consult to- 
gether concerning the place of their ultimate destination, The Rev. Ard 
Hoyt, with his family, left Wilkesbarre,(Penn.) early in November, proceed- 
ed to Philadelphia, and embarked for Savannah in the first convenient vessel, 
where he arrived on the 27th, just in season to escape a violent impending 
storm. Thev had enjoyed a most delightful passage of three days only from 
Delaware Bay. Mr. Hoyt’s letters are full of gratitude for the divine pro- 
tection, and of devotedness to the undertaking in which he is engaged. All his 
communications to the Prudential Committee have been of a very pleasing 
character, as indicating fervent love to the souls of men, and an anxious un- 
wavering desire to be the happy instrument of proclaiming the glad tidings of 
salvation to the heathen tribes. Of this zeal and devotedness all the adult 
members of his family, including a son and two daughters, very happily par- 
take. Thefollowing passage is extracted from a letter which he wrote to the 
Corresponding Secretary, in behalf of himself and his family, on receiving 
the directions of the Committee as to his journey and destination. 

‘Your communications have excited the mingled emotions of joy, grati- 
tude, hope «nd fear: but (if we mistake not) hope, joy and praise have the 
ascendency. When this mission was at first contemplated, it was with the 
expectation of being called to cut off the right hand, and to pluck out the 
right eve; but, as yet, we feel no pains. On the contrary, such is the power 
of the constraining love of Christ, drawing our hearts to this particular work, 
that we would not exchange our lot for any other that can be named on this 
side our final rest. We feel disposed to say, “the Lord has done great things 
for us, whereof weare glad.” We feel it a great privilege to be permitted 
to take part in this work, by doing or suffering; are amazed at the divine 
goodness in conferring such distinguishing privileges on creatures so unwor- 
thv, and feel that we have great cause to be humbled in the dust before our 
gracious God, who is filling us with “joy unspeakable and full of glory.” But 
we are only putting on the harness, and know not how we may be left to con- 
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duct in the day of battle. This causes us to fearandtremble. Still, (if we 
inistake not,) our hope is in the Lord; and we know hecan give us strength 
+o do allthese things. We are highly pleased that we are directed to go 
tirst to our brethren who are already established in the mission, and hope to 
orofit much by their wisdom and experience.’ 

The Rev. Daniel S. Butrick sailed from Boston for Savannah about. the 
middle of November, and arrived at Savannah on the 27th so as to escape 
the storm abovementioned, and join Mr. Hoyt in his journey to the west by 
she way of Augusta. After receiving some contributions from the friends 
of the cause in Savannah, Augusta, and other places through which they 
may pass, they wiil make all practicable expedition, and arrive atthe station 
among the Cherokees as soon as possible. The promptness of Mr. Hoyt 
deserves to be noticed. He received the directions of the Prudential Com- 
mittee on Saturday, and was in such a state of readiness that he set out with 
xis whole family on the succeeding Monday. 

The Rev. Elisha P. Swift will travel by the way of Pittsburg through the 
western states. He will be joined by the Rev. William Chamberlain at 
Pittsburg. ‘The missionary jaustnamed was ordained to the solemn service 
in which he ts engaged by the Susquehanuah Presbytery at Harford, Penn. 
on the 12th ult. The Rev. Joseph Wood of Windsor, N.Y. preached an 
appropriate sermon from Mark *Vi, 15; “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.’ 

It is hoped and expected, that as soon as the way can be prepared, mis- 
sions will be established by the Board inthe Choctaw, Chickasaw and Creek 
vations. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Nov. 3. From a female friend of missions in sreeeany n, N. J. by the Rev. 


Dr. Richards, - ; $10 ao 
4. From Mr. Luther Clark, of St. Johnsbury, Ve. - 2 00 
From collections at the monthly prayer-meeting at St. samey; Ver. 

by Mr. Luther Clark, - - 7 20——.-9 20 
5. From the Hillsboro’, N. H. Bible and Charitable Society, by A. mayen, 

Treasurer, 8 50 
6. From the Genoa, N. Y. Female Cent Society , by Mrs. Luerctia Todd, 

Treasurer, remitted tothe Rev. Dr. Hvde, - 20 00 
From a friend in Charlestown, by the Rev. Dr Morse, and Dea. Amos Tufts, 20 00 
From the Newark Mite Society, by William Munn, their Treasurer, 130 00 
12 From the Female Benevolent Society in Abington, by Mrs. Mary Howe, 

Treasurer, - : - 606 00 


14. From the following societies and individuals in Ww indham county, Ver. by 
Mr. Pliny Fisk, an agent of the Board, vie. 


From contribution at Guilford, - - 11 61 
From the Female Cent Socie ty at Halifax, . - 30 00 
From the Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society at do. for eastern missions, 11 27 
For western missions, - - - - 273 
From an unknown person, - - - 2 00 
From Mr. Andrew Haskell, at W ilmington, - - 2 00 
From Mrs. A. Thompson, at do. - . - - 1 00 
From contribution at Marlboro’, . - - 15 68 
From contribution at Newfane, - - - - 11 14 
From Mrs. Crosby, wife of an aged missionary, - 51) 
From contribution in Brattleboro’ village, - - - 27 28 
From contribution in Dummerston, - - : 28 09 
From the Female Cent Society in do. - - - 6 3% 
From several individuals in Putney, . - ° 7 70 
From contribution in W estminster, E. parish, - ° 12 55 
From individuals in Gratton, ° . . 1 62 
From contribution in Townsend, . . - 16 47 
From the Female Cent Society in do. - - . 27 28 
From contribution at Jamaica, - . - . 16 54 
From contribution at Wardsboro’, . ; - 23 95-———2.55 66 


Se 


: Carried forward $513 gf 
Vor. XII. ‘a 
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Brought forward $513 9 
Nov. 14. From eollections by Mr. Miron Winslow, 20 agent of the Board, the 
following sums, viz. 





From contribution at Hanover, N. H. - - - 45 55 
From Dr. R. D. Mussey, at do. - : > 10 00 
From two children of President Brawn, - - - 1 00 
From contribution at Westford, Ver. : . - 4 69 
From a female at do. ° - . > . 2 00 
From the Juvenile Charitable Society in do. - - 13 68 
From contributionin Essex, Ver. - : - . 8 00 
From the Female Charitable Society in do. - . 11 05 
From two children of the Rey. Mr. Morgan, 50——=-95 87 
Irom the Female Cent aiid of Sheffield, by Mrs. Margaret Bradford, 
Treasur er, 23 28 
From the Fair Vale Female Cent Soeiety i in Washington county, N owe by the 
Rev. Ralph Robinson, - - . - 21 44 
19. From contribution at the montiny concert in ee anaemate by the Rev. Dr. 
Mor se, - ° 6 00 
From contribution at the monthly concert at Norridgew ock, Maine, by the 
Rev. Josiah Peet, ° 20 00 
3 rom the Female Cent Society i in Burlington, Ver. by the Rey. Mr. Haskel, 19 25 
. From a lady in Duxbury, by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, . - 1 00 
26. From Mrs. B. Clark, of Stratham, N. H. . - ° . 2 00 
From an individual of Putney, Ver. by Mr. Pliny Fisk, - ° 1 00 
27. From Mr. L. A. S. ° ° - - - 2 00 
From a temale friend of missions, - - - : 5 00 
$710 15 
THE SCHOOL FUND. 
Nov.t. From the scholarsin Miss Abigail Fales’s school, Wreathan, by Mr. 
Lowell Holbrook, ° $2 06 
$. From Dr. Araunah Bardw ell, of Hertford open, I N.C, - 8 69 
5. From the Holles Branch of thé Hillsboro’, N. H. Bible and Charitable So- 
ciety, by Mr. A. Boylston, - 39 78 
6. From subscriberadn New Boston, N mate by the Rev. E. P. Bradford, “20 00 
irom three females, £0 cents each, - 1 50 
from premiums received by small children in a : school, and by them de- 
voted to the education of heathen verte - - 80 
From other donations, - - - . Q Wimmer 24 55 
. From females in Stamford, Con. by Mr. Smith, 8 00 
10. From afe male friend in Concord, N. H. for the Foreign Mission School at 
Cornwall, - - . - 1 00 
Fort schools among the Cherokees, ° 1 00——-2 06 
12. From the Ladies’ Association in Salisbury ,Con. for schools at Bombay, $9 3k 
Yrom the.Gentlemen’s Association at the same place, for the same 
object, - : : 30 00-69 31 
Pou Miss Parker’s school in Pembroke, N. Hi. . 1 02 
14. From subscribers in Stoddard, N. H. by the Rev. J. Robinson, 24 02 
By Mr. Pliny Fisk, the three following, viz. From a little girl, 50 
From children in Miss Swain’sschool, Halifax, Ver. ° - 50 : 
From children in Miss Smith’s school, Mar boro” , Ver. 64———1 64 
By Mr. Miron Winslow, an agent of the Board, from various societies and indi- 
viduals, as follows, viz. From contribution at Fairfax, Ver. 12 59 
From a few individuals at Milton, Ver. - - 2 75 
From two young men at St. Albans, Ver. - . ° 82 
From contributien at Williston, Ver. . ° . 11 42 
From the Female Charitable Society at do. - - 10 76 
From contribution at Georgia, Ver. . : - 23 77 
Froin achild at do. - ° - - - 12 
From Salmon Cushing, at do. - - 50 
From Alvah Sanford, at Cambridge, Ver. - - - 50 
From three children’ at do. - - - 24 
From M. and E. Smith, at Underhill, Ver. - - 1 00 
from contribution at Hinesbur rgh, do, - - 13 50 
From contribution at Charlotte, do. . - : 12 46 
From a few individuals at Richmond, do. > 379 


rom contribution in the Rev, Mr. Haskell’s society, Burlington, do. 25 40 





Carried forward $119 62 $180 89 
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Brought forward $119 62 $180 &9 


From four children of C. P. Van Ness, Esq. ~ 4 00 
From contribution at Jerico, Ver. ° . . 745 
From individuals at Underhill, do. . - - - 3 86 
From contribution at Newhaven, do. : . 19 25 
From contribution at Vergennes, : ° - 12 00 
From a few individuals at Weybridge, Ver. - - 2 50 
From contribution at Bridport, do. . ° . 9 OY 
From mdividuals at Addison, do. - . . 210 
From a child, the fruit of self-denial in the use of sugar, 1 00 
From a female friend of missions, : . 3 00 
From do. - . - 1 00 
From contribution at Cornwall, Vv er. - . 24 65 


From the Female Charitable Society at Sharon, Ver. for the Owhyhean 
youth in this country, 


By the Rev. Levi Parsons, an agent of the Board, from Various societies and 
‘jndividuals, as follows, viz. 


7 -~ 
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From the Female Heathen School Seciety at Claremont, N. H. 20 00 
From the Female Heathen School Society at Royalton, Ver, 20 00 
From the Heathen School Society at do, - - - 14 91 

From the Female Cent Society at wats ia Ver. . 18 70 

From a child, at do. - . : 0s 

From the Heathen Schvol Society at Brookfi eld, Ver. ' O4% 27 

From the Female Juvenile Society at do. - - . GQ 68 
From the Heathen School Society at Williamstown, Ver. 16 75 
From the Female Heathen School Society at do. . 9 26 
From contribution at do. - . » 3 26 
From the Heathen School Society at Barre, Vv er. ° 28 0G 
From the Female Heathen School Society at do. . ‘ 26 4} 

From the Female Juvenile Society at Montpelier, Ver. 30 00 
From the Heathen School Society at Rochester, do. . 10 53 
From young ladies in Miss Pierpont’s school at Manchester, do. 10 00 
From the Heathen School Society at East Rutland, da . OR a1 
From the Female Heathen School Society at do. ° 18 84 
From the Heathen School Society at West Rutland, Ver, . 15 47 
From contribution at Pittsford, Ver. - - . 9 30 
From the Heathen School Society at do. - ° f 29 00 
From the Female Heathen School Society at do . 24 02 
From the Female Juvenile Bible Society at Benson, Ver. ° 10 34 
From the Female Cent Society at do. - ° 16 64 
From Mrs. E. Smith, Fairhaven, Ver. . . . 1 00 
From Mrs. L. Safford, at do. - - ° 1 00 
From Mrs. T. Hamilton, at do. > - e 1 00 
From individuals in Castleton, Ver. - . . 7 79 
From contribution at Poultney, Ver. : : 13 83 
From the Heathen: School Society at South Graaviile, N. ¥. 30 43 
From the Juvenile Heathen School Society at Granville, N.Y. 55 St 
From the Female Juvenile Heathen School Society at do. S50 60 
From Hebron, N. Y. - 4 64 
From Miss P. "Chapin, South Granville, N. Y. . | 50 
From the Heathen Schoo! Society at Brandon, Ver. 7 2 3y 
From the Female Heathen School Society at do. . . 25 00 
From a child, 11 cents; from a friend of missions, 20 ecnts, $1 
From the Heathen School Society in Pittsfield, 12 25 


From a friend, for the education of a child to be named Catvin Fansema, $0 00 
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From a little child, given on a dying bed, 68 ——— 646 4: 


From the Bennington Female C haritable Socie ty, by Mr ‘Hiram Bingham, 20 95 
From children in Miss L. segham s school, at Bennington, Ver. by the 


same, - : ° - 1 25 
15. From the Fair Vale Female Cent Society of Was hington county, N. Y, 
by the Rev. Ralph Robinson, ; 
The following donations were remitted by the Rev. AV ard Stafford. 
15. From Mrs. Rebecca Williams, af New York, - . 10 60 
From Miss Betsey Woleot, —- ° . . 4 00 
From Miss Wolcot’s school, : . ° . 20 
From Jeremiah H. Pievesn, Esq. of Rockland county, N. Y. 5 00 
From the Rev. J. Harvey, of Goshen, Con. - - 1 00 
From Mr. Brutus, of New York, 50 


From the Mite Society af Bloomfield, N. J. by Mary V. Gildersleeve, 60 00O———80 70 





Carried forward, 1,145 9a 
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Brought forward $1,145 99 
26. From the Female Charitable Society in Chester, by Charlotte B. Em- 





erson, forwarded by Mr. Reynolds Bascom, - 9 75 
By Mr. Levi Spaulding, an agent of the Board, from various societies and indi. 
viduals, the following sums, viz. 
From contribution at New Marlborough, N. H. - ° 9 50 
From contribution at ‘Troy, N. H. - - : 2 00 
at Winchester, N. H. : . 13 66 
at Chesterfield, N. H. ° - 17 81 
From contribution in the Baptist Society in the E. parish at Westmore- 
land, N. H. - - - - - 3 87 
From contribution at Westmoreland, W. parish, : 9 52 
From a few friends of missions at Swanzey, N. H. - - 1 00 
From contribution at Walpole, N. H. : - . 12 00 
at Charleston, N H. - - “ 16 00 
at Cernish, N. H. - - - 14 83 
From a lady in Hanover, N. H. - - ° 50 
From a friend of missions at Haverhill, - - 2 00 
From a lady at Piermont, N. H. - - - 50 
From contribution at Orford, N. H. - - : 8 35 
at Lyme, N. H. . . ~ 26 55 
at Thetford, Ver. - : 19 04 
at Norwich, Ver. . = - 16 00 
at Lebanon, N. H. * . - 6 12 
at Croyden, N. H. . . - 23 00 
at Newport, N. H. - - 21 49 
From the Cent Society at New Marlborough, N. H. © 15 00-——238 74 
From the Claremont Edueation and Foreign Mission Society, for a child to be 
named SamveL Hovxrns, by Mr. Daniel Parmelee, Treasurer, remitted by 
Mr. Wileox, - - . - - 30 00 
From Elizur Wright, Esq. of Tallmadge, Ohio, by the Rev. Charles 
Prentice, for the Foreign Mission School, - - 3 00 
From the Ladies’ Charitable Society in Lenox, by Miss Abigail Walker, 
Treasurer, for do. - - - - 20 09 
From the Rev. Mr. Clark, of Canaan, N. Y. - - 2 00——-25 0S 
Total of donations received in November, $2,159 63. 1,449 48 


WANTS OF THE INDIANS. 


(The foliowing paragraphs are extracted from a recent letter of Mr. Cornelius. } 


Mc Intosu, mentioned by Gen. Mitchell, is a half breed Indian of high 
standing and influence. Last winter, as 1 was told by Mr. Mc Kenney, he 
was at Washington and expressed a strong desire that schools might be es- 
tablished in his nation, as they had been in the Cherokee nation. Addressing 
Mr. Me Kenney in broken English, he said, ‘Creek no school, no learning. 
Creek send his child to Cherokee. Creek too want school and learning.”” As 
a proof of the same thing I will copy the following speech of a Creek Indian 
published in a Georgia paper, and delivered not long since before a national 
assembly of the chiefs. The speaker is a half-breed, by name, Slafecha 
Barnett. **My countrymen! God made us all both red and white Americans, 
to live in one Island. Since the Almighty has said we should live together, 
why did we join the people who came from beyond the salt water? Why did 
we join the British? Let us raise our children to the end that God created 
them. We can live without the red coats or their help; let us then raise our 
corn and eat it. When God gave us this land, he said we shall rest our 
bones upon it. So he said to all those to whom he gave land. I think there is 
but one God; end that that God is just. If we walk strict in this, he will 
save us inthe next world. The cold water which he gave us still runs; so 
are the paths for the government of the conduct of good men still here. 
Foolish as I am, my little understanding tells me, when I see these things, 
that they are God’s works. When the white people first came among us, 
the Great Spirit had forbidden our mixture. We did mix, and to avoid the 
pain of separating the husband from his wife, the father from his children, 
and the brother from his sister, he has continued the course ef the mixed 
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blood in cur vein. We must remain in this situation, because God is on the 
top of us, and directs it to be so. Gen. Washington acquired a war-name 
above the rest of men; but the mixture of our blood and the accession of a 
part of our strength to his, added nota little to it. You all know, my coun- 
trymen, who know any thing of the unfortunate history of our country, how 
slow was his progress when opposed by the strong and undivided arms of 
our fathers, and how rapid it has been since whiskey and cglico have divided 
us. We are all one people.” | 


EXTRACTS OF A LETTER FROM MRS. MORE. 


f We have been favored with the perusal of an interesting letter from the excellent Han- 
nah More, in which she states, that the society for evangelizing the Jews, after expe- 
riencing severe trials was steadily advancing to the attainment of the object; that there 
was great demand for the Hebrew Testament on the continent of Europe; and that 
the society was already printing a second edition. The letter is addressed to a lady in 
Boston, by whose permission we make the following extvacts: ] 


My invaluable friend, Mr. Way, a gentleman of immense fortune, high char- 
acter, and wio has devoted himself to the jewish cause, after having rescued 
the business from bad hands, is now goue to Petersburgh with two German 
Jews, his own converts. One of them was ordained priest the day before 
they came to take leave of us. ‘he Sultan of Tartary is also of the party. 
May God crown their labors with success. They preach to the Jews in the 
ciuies they pass through. 

Iam much delighted to hear of the pious zeal of your ladies. They offer 
indeed quite a pattern to ours, who yet are not slack in their-exertions, We 
have lately had our anniversary meeting of the Bible Society in our village. 
We had good speaking, good c»mpany,and a goid collection. 

The internal tranquillity of our country seems restored, and the distresses 
of the puor are much mitigated, blessed be God. 

When you see any of those excellent persons I have the happiness to 
know, pray assure them of my grateful remembrance. 


SAILING OF MISSIONARIES. 


On the 16th ult. the Rev. James CoLEMAN and EywarRpD W.WHEELOCck, 
with their wives, sailed from Boston for India, in the ship Independence, as 
missionaries under the direction of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. At 
their embarkation the Rev. Dr. Baldwin engaged in prayer; and a hymn 
was sung, expressive of the desires of their friends, that He who controls the 
elements would be their Protector and Guide, and conduct them safely to 
the field of their labors. ‘Their place of destination is Rangoon. 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF REMARKABLE EVENTS WHICH Toak 
PLACE IN THE YEAR 1816. 


Fan. 16. Law of amnesty passed both chambers of the legislative body in France. 
Law of Congress for regulating commerce with Great Britain. 
Feb. 1. Island of S@ Eustatia restored to the Duteh. 
Law passed for repealing duties on domestic manafactures. 
27. Colony of Surinam restored to the Dutch. 
In this month three transports were lost on the coast of Ireland and 500 mep 
erished. 
March 14. Bill establishing a National Bank passed the House of Representatives. 
April 3. Bank Bill passed the Senate. , 
6. Law regulating the tariff of duties passed the House of Representatives. 
14. Insurrection of slaves at Barbadoes. 
17. ‘Treaty between Great Britain and the Barbary states. 
19. Law regulating the tariff passed in the Senate. 
A Bill providing for the inerease of the navy passed in the House of Repre 
sentatives, 
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Fifty-three villages in Marienwerder, (Prussia) containing 9,950 inhabitants, 
and in the district of Tiegenhoff 40 villages, with 19,902 inhabitants in. 
undated. 

£0. Spots on the Sun began to be generally observed. 
On the 9th of this month the mercury in the thermometer stood at 74°; and on 
the morning of the 12th at 21°. 
May $&%. Didier’s insurrection at Grenoble {France,) promptly suppressed. 
il. American Bible Society organized at New-York. | 
Margaretta, Cumana and Barcelona, in South America, taken by the Spanish 
Patriots. 
Tumalts in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, (Eng.) in consequence of the 
increased price of grain. 
June 5. Thermometer at 82°. 
6 and 7. at 30°. 
6 and 9. Snow feil in England; and 
6, 7 and 8. Snowed in greater part of New England and New York. 
June 14. Fire at Raleigh, (N. C.) 
20. Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb organized at Hartford, (Con.) 
July 8. Frost at Portland, and most other places in New England. 
9. Congress at Rio De La Plata declared that province independent. 
15 and 14. Frost in New York and New England. 
id. The principal slave holders in the Island of Ceylon, voluntarily agree gradually 
to abolish Slavery. 
25. French government took possession of Gaudaloupe. 
August 14. Lord Exmouth’s squadron sailed from Gibraltar. 
19. Island of Java transferred to the Dutch. 
27. Lord Exmouth bombarded Algiers, destroyed the naval force of the Dey, 
and concluded an armistice on the 29th. 
©9. A frost in South Carolina; at the same time in all the northern states. 
Si. The mountains of Vermont covered with snow. 
September 19. Destructive gale at Port au Prince. 
26. Atsuurise the thermometer was at 25°. 
27 and 28. at 20°, 
29. 25°. 
October 6. The Prince Regent of England declares his concurrence in the. principles of 
the Holy Alliance. 
fn this month a very destructive fire at Port Louis, (Isle of France.) 
December 4. Riot at Spafields (Hng.) 20,00 of the populace assembled. 
6. The State of Indiana admitted into the Union. 
Riot in Dundee, (Scotland.) 


INSTALLATIONS. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 26, the Rev. Jonws Smits was installed pastor of the church and 
society of Wevham. The introductory prayer by the Rev. Dr. Prince of Salem; the ser- 
mon, by the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Holles, N. H. from Gal. iv, 18; ‘‘It is good to be zeal- 
ously affected always in a good thing;” the conseerating prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Wor- 
cester, of Salem; the charge, by the Rey Dr. Wadsworth, of Danvers; the right band 
of fellouship, by the Rev. Mr. Walker, of Danvers; and the concluding prayer, by the 
Rev. Mr. Thurston, of Manchester. ‘The happy degree of union, with which the pas- 
tor had been invited, the unanimity of the council respecting his installation, the clerical 
performances, and the music, combined to animate Christians and ministers of the Gospel. 

On the 16th of April last, the first and second churches in Methuen, Mass. after ex- 
isting 51 years in a separate state, were united into one under the Rev. Jacob Weed 
Eastman. The Rev. John Kelly, of Hamstead, (N. H.) made the introductory prayer, 
and preached the sermon, from John xvii, xO, 21. The Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D. of 
Andover, made the uniting prayer, and delivered an address to the united eliurch; the 
Rey. John Smith, of Salem, (N.H.) made the concluding prayer. ‘The Rey. Messrs. 
Church, Harris and Gould also assisted in the solemnities of the occasion. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tae Editors of periodical publications are liable, perhaps, to think too often of their 
own Gifficulties and discouragements, and to demand the agtention of their readers in some 
cases when it would be as well to suffer in silence, or relinquish their works altogether. 
However this may be, we are determined to lay before our subscribers a brief exposition 
ofthe principal obstacles which impede the progress of our labors, and sometimes make 
us hesitate whether to continue them or not. 


Before entering upon this detail, it becomes us to acknowledge the very respectable 


patronage, which the Panonlier haz wniformty received. J* has nnmbered among it? 
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friends men, who would do honor to any cause, or any eountry; has arrived at a greater 
age, if we mistake not, than any religious magazine hitherto published in the United 
States; aud has been extensively accredited as an organ, througi: which triends of their 
country and ol the church have addressed the Christian public, on subjects of the highest 
importance. It may be added, that the number of copies circulated, and the effect evi- 
dently produced Ly our pages, have been such as to give us undoubted assurance, that 
our labors have not been in valn. These are great favors, and deserve to be acknow- 
ledged with sincere gratitude to the Giver of all good. 

There are many discouragemeuts, however, which attend the prosecution of our work; 
the principal of which we proceed to specify. 

The first is chargeable, in some degree at least, upon ourselves. We refer to the de- 
lay, which has occasionally been experienced in issuing our moathly numbers. ‘Lhough 
many unavoidable circumstances have conspired to. produce this delay; and though the 
avocations, which have contributed to it, have been occasioned by an interest taken in 
various charitable associations, or by a regard to health; yet probably a more wise and for- 
tunate diligence, than we have been able to apply, might have corrected the evil. Uur 
distant readers, however, must nvi charge upon us all the delay, which may have taken 
place before their numbers come to hand. Postmasters do not feel the obligation of send- 
ing jorward pamphlets with the same regularity and expedition as they do newspapers, 
We have often had our numbers lie in the post-office for weeks before they were put into 
fhe mail. Many ef our subscribers send for their copies by any easual conveyance, which 
may offer. It is no wonder, therefore, that the religious newspapers, which copy ex- 
tensivety from our work, should visit every part of the country with the best selections 
from it, leaving the original to follow, as chance or a friendly hand may help it forward. 
Notwithstauding the delays of the post-office, to which we have adverted, our distant 
subscribers will do weil, as a general rule, to order their copies by mail. Why they 
should shrink from the trifling expense of this conveyance, as many do while they take 
newspapers by muil, seems wot easily explained. A second discouragement is found um 
the recent circulation of religious vewspapers. Let it not be supposed for a moment that 
we regret the establishment of papers devoted to the promulgation of religious intelli- 
gence. On the contrary, we hail the event as one of the most pleasing characteristies 
of the new era, which holds forth such promises to the world. We think it an intelicity, 
however, that publications of this kind should be greatly multiplied. It would be better, 
as it seems to us, rf our country were supplied with « few good works of the kind, the 
income of which would support editors competent to the direction of the press, instead 
of being furnished with a mere reprint of selected articles, in every little district. Itz 
not difficult for a Printer to obtain subscribers enough within a single state or part ofa 
state, to defray the expense, for a short time, of issuing such a reprint, without any 
charge on account of editorial management. But there has been litle pecuniary en- 
couragement, as yet in this country, to the editors of religious magaziues. In most in- 
stances, labor of- this kind has been wholly gratuitous; and no person of judgment whe 
is acquainted with the subject, regards the employment of editor any otherwise than as 
quite precarious in its nature, and as affording very uncertain pledges of a regular and 
permanent support for a family. In these circumstances, it requires a strong predilec- 
tion for the employment, as one in which incalculable good may be effected, to induce a 
considerate man in the prime of life, and possessed of competent talents, to think of de- 
voting himself toit. The editors of the principal political and commercial papers derive 
au abundant income from their labors. But it is yet doubiful, whether any religious 
magazine in the United States oan support itself, for any consideralle length of time. 
The ehildren of this world are now, as they always have been, wiser in their generation 
than the children of light. 

In reference to a topic, from which we have digressed, we stall think it right to re- 
monstrate against copying into religious newspapers articles froia our work, before our 
pages have time to find their way to our own subscribers. 

But we have not yet adverted to the worst evil, which the Panaplist has to encounter. 
{tis the want of punctuality in a large number of subscribers. Lf any of our readers 
possess such delicate nerves, as not to be willing to see the truth on this subject, they may 
be excused from attending to the following statements; provided, however, that they are 
not themselves‘in arrears. To all who have paid for our work, according to the terms 
of subscription, and to others who have deviated but slightly from these terms, we tcn- 
der our respectful acknowledgments. 

The want of punctuality operates against us in two ways. The first is, by withholding 
money which is due, and on which we had a right to calculaie. As the clear profits of 
the Panoplist are applied to the support of missious, withholding payment is not only un- 
just to the editor aud publisher, but it actualiy diminishes a fund employed in one of the 
noblest of charities; for the expenses of the work are increased, by every copy which is 
not paid for; and of course the clear profits must be less on account of every such copy. 

But the most powerful way, in which the want of punciuality proves unfavorable to 
us, is, by making the business so troublesome as to discouraze our agynts, and cause them 
to decline receiving and distributing our work. At the close of every year a considerable 
number of agents decline their services from this eause alone. But we will suffer them 
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to speak for themselves. The following extract is froma letter, written by @ respect 
able clergyman who had taken a large number of copies for several years: ‘fSend me 
none for the next year till you hear from me. I have much trouble and little profit, and 
slow payments are made me. Many are willing to take the Panoplist, who never think 


ot paying tor it. One may write and write to them; but they care not. At present I 


feel willing that others should do what I have done for years. Should! alter my opinion, 
1 will give you notice.” 

Another clergyman writes to the publisher as follows: “I have strong inducements, te 
be sure, to call in my dues from my delinquent subscribers; dues, some of which are of 
long standing.” —“1 know you ought to have your money; and your agents have an allow- 
ance made to them, whichis intended to be an equivalent for their trouble and losses in 
collecting from their subscribers. But to me ¢ertain!y it is no equivalent; and hadI conx- 
sulted my own convenience or interest, I should have abandoned the business long ago. 
It has given me more perplexity, than all my other pecuniary concerns. There is some 
thing unaccountable in the case. Peopleseem to thiuk, that they do me, or the editor, 
or printer, or Missionary Board, a wonderful favor by taking the Panoplist without pay- 
ing for it. Ministers, moreover, of all men, are in the worst situation for collecting lit. 
tle dues: and did you know the vexation, which your clerical agents experience in this 
respect, you would not wonder that they grow weary in the business.” 

From a third agent, who is also a clergyman, we have just reecived the following notice. 
**The Panoplist has ever been an expense to me and I must resign my agency. I have 
kept it for three years because I could induce no one to take it, and was unwilling that the 
circulation of the work here should stop. But it has run me in debt. My subscribers 
never think of paying money, and sometimes I lose a year.”—“I wish the Panoplist to 
circulate in this vicinity, and, if my means were good, I would not hesitate to continue the 
agency. Accept of my best wishes for its success, and for your prosperity.” 

We close this list of grievances, with a sentence or two from a letter, whieh came te 
hand atew days since, from one of the most worthy and respectable booksellers, which 
our country ean boast: “My Panoplist subscription for the ensuing year will be but fifty 
ofeach kind. [ have had serious thoughts of giving it up altogether, as [ find myself so 
poorly paid. I do not much more than clear the cost, and it is atteaded with a good 
deal of trouble. IL have coneluded, however, to try one year more.” 

Can any man say, after perusing these extracts, that there is not a serious fault, and 
one whieh ought immediately to be remedied? The various causes of so extensive an evil 
we have not room to describe; and perhaps we could not do it adequately, should we 
make the attempt. One cause, however, is so obvious, that’ it deserves to be mentioned 
parucularly. It is this. Many subscribers get a habit of feeling, as though their 
subscription to a religious work were a sort of charity, rather than an obligation to pay for 
an equivalent. The next stage in the process is, that a charity may be neglected, when 
a demand of justiee would be complied with. We are persuaded, that this state of feel- 
ing, groundless and unreasonable as it may seem, is very often the cause of vexatious 
delays, and sometimes of ultimate failure of payment. Let religious magazines be con- 
sidered as au article of the first necessity in every religious family, as intrinsically valu- 
able, and as indispensable to the fuil enjoyment of the religious privileges of our times, and 
payment for them would neither be esteemed an act of charity, nor a burden. 

For ourselves, we have discharged the duties of editor through eight volumes, accord- 
ing to the best of our ability. We entered upon the employment with alacrity, fully 
aware of its precarious nature. During the progress of the work, an unwavering con- 
viction ofits utility has cheered us amidst all the cares and responsibilities which are its 
attendants; and we shall willingly leave it, though with impaired health and diminished 
strength, whenever our labors appear unnecessary, or fail to procure that support, which 
every good citizen, and especially every professed Christian, eught to provide for his 
family. 

ADJUDICATION OF PREMIUMS. 

The premiums to writers in the Panoplist for 1815, according to proposals in our 
number for Jan. 1814, have recently been adjudged as follows. ’ 

- The premium of T'wenty Five Dollars, offered to the writer of the best compositiow in 
prose, is adjudged tothe writer of Memoir of the Rev. Asahel Hooker, published in the 
numbers for February, March and April. 

The premium of Fifteen Dollars, to the writer of the best piece of poetry, is adjudged 
tothe author of the piece entitled, The Prayer of an African Servant, p. 392. 

The premium of Jen Dollars, for the second best composition in prose, is adjudged to 
the writer of Essays on the Sabbath, which were published in the numbers for January, 
March, May, and Oct er. 

The Rev. Esenezen Ponter, D.D. is entitled to the first of these premiums, and the 
Rev. Heman Humparer, of Pittsfield, tothe third. The author of the poetry is un- 
Known to us. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We must apologise for the delay of several obituary notices, which are ready for the 
press} but which our limits would not admit. 








